
Middle School FAQ’s 
 
 
Specialist teachers/staff 
 
Principal – May Selkirk 
B.A.  H.Dip.Ed  F.D.E.  Montessori Diploma 3-6, 6-9  Dip.Children’s Services 
 
PAR – Beth Matthews  
 
House Director – Ruchika Seth 
B.Com.  G.D.E (Middle Years of Schooling)  M.Bus (Information Systems) 
AMI Orientation to Montessori Adolescent Studies (12 – 18) NAMTA Cleveland, Ohio 
 
English Specialist – Beth Matthews   
B.A.  Dip.Ed. (Secondary)  G.C.E.(EC&C)  G.D.E (Literacy)  M.Ed. (Reading)   
Montessori Diploma (NAMC) 
 
Design Technology and HPE Specialist – Alex McConnell  
Dip.Teach (Physical Education)  G.D.Teach (Outdoor Education) 
 
Digital Technology and Music Specialist – Bradley Mavin  
B.A. (Contemporary Music)  Dip.Ed. 
 
EAL/D and Horticulture Specialist – Jodie Bain 
B.Bus. G.D.E. (Primary)  M.Ed. (Second Language)  
Montessori Diploma (AMI) 
 
Language Specialist – Milena Richardson 
B.Bus  G.D.E. (Business and Languages) 
 
Resident Artist and Learning Support Assistant – Amalia Cummins 
Cert IV (Education Support)  Diploma (Visual Arts) 
 
What is a Middle School? 
The term ‘Middle School’ refers to a methodology that meets the needs of young adolescent 
learners. 
 
There is a body of research underpinning Middle Years of Schooling that can be best summed 
up by quoting Stephen Dinham and Ken Rowe, researchers with the Australian Council for 
Educational Research, who wrote: 
 
‘It is believed that middle school aged students will benefit from being in a situation without 
younger primary and older secondary students, both of which are generally at differing levels 
of development. Importantly, implicit in most conceptions of middle schooling is the belief that 
a different form of school organisation and pedagogic approach will facilitate enhanced student 
achievement over and above that which could be achieved in traditional upper primary/lower 
secondary education’1 
 
Here at Brisbane Montessori School we have an established Middle School that meets not 
only each of the standards for Middle Schooling that are outlined in the research, but also the 
vision of Maria Montessori herself. 
 
How is our school different from conventional high schools? 
Our programme is designed to support the needs of students as they transition from 
childhood to adulthood through adolescence.  We focus on the needs of the student and 
                                                
1 Dinham & Rowe BERA 2008 
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meet these through our curriculum offerings to holistically support cognitive, emotional, 
physical, social and spiritual development.  Teachers adhere to the principles of effective 
middle schooling by providing a programme that is: 

• learner-centred; 
• collaboratively organised; 
• outcome-based; 
• flexibly constructed; 
• ethically aware; 
• strategically linked; and 
• community oriented. 

Montessori classrooms are composed of students within the same stage of development.  
There is a three-year age grouping of 12-15 year olds. Students work in an uninterrupted 
three-hour work period.  They practice choice within a structured curriculum, using trackers 
and allocated time for follow up activities. 
 
We acknowledge effort and participation as valued qualities of a learner and each individual 
is encouraged to ‘have a go’. 
 
How are students with special needs supported? 
Children with identified educational needs are supported in an inclusive environment through 
a differentiated curriculum over a three-year period. All children are encouraged to give their 
best, even if this differs from others.  The school employs a Learning Enhancement Co-
ordinator and a qualified Learning Assistant to provide consultancy support to teachers and 
families and direct support to students respectively.  Outside therapists may also visit the 
school. 
 
Does the school teach the Australian Curriculum? 
As we are a registered non-state school, our students are immersed in an enriched 
curriculum whereby the Montessori National Curriculum has been mapped against the 
Australian National Curriculum so that a depth of understanding is built up over an 
educational phase. 
 
How is the curriculum taught? 
Curriculum is delivered to individuals, small groups and multi-aged groups of students 
according to the needs and capabilities of those students.  The timetable offers flexibility so 
that students can follow their interest in a particular topic to a point of personal satisfaction 
beyond that required by the curriculum.  Key needs of the adolescents are well catered for 
within this model of delivery through positive personal relationships with staff, active 
participation in the learning process, and enriching experiences. 
 
Is the curriculum academic or vocation focused? 
As in all schools catering for students in Years 7 - 9, the Middle School curriculum has an 
academic focus because our students are in compulsory years of schooling.  However, the 
Montessori elements of the curriculum are designed to prepare the students for life beyond 
secondary schooling e.g. Occupations and Micro-economies. 
 
What is the school’s value system? 
Brisbane Montessori School is a non-denominational educational environment and we 
acknowledge and celebrate our diverse cultural community. 
 
Peace Education is the core element of our curriculum along with support for individuals as 
they find their unique place and purpose in the world.  We value respect for self, others and 
the environment. 
 
Co-educational learning creates a balanced view of interacting with others in society. 
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We work to develop the 21st century learner who can problem solve and quickly adapt to 
changing circumstances; who is independent, socially interactive and able to think critically. 
 
We offer a strong academic foundation that stands our students in good stead as they 
choose the most appropriate setting to continue on with their education based on their 
individual interests, strengths and aspirations. 
 
We develop motivated and mature individuals, capable of rational and critical thought who 
take responsibility for their learning. 
 
Our aim is to ensure each student develops a holistic outlook and meets their potential. 
 
How does the school address testing and NAPLAN? 
Montessori philosophy is based on the personal growth and development of the individual 
rather than on competition or comparison between individuals.  Our students’ achievements 
are monitored by teachers through discussion with the students themselves, and recorded in 
alignment with the expectations set in the curriculum. 
 
Preparation for and access to NAPLAN testing is provided for students in Years 7 and 9 at 
the request of parents.  Results are individualised and although the cohort is too small to 
make comparisons, other areas of the school have been acknowledged for their achievement 
within the top groups in Queensland. 
 
What are Brisbane Montessori School’s unique selling points? 
We provide a smaller, caring environment at a vulnerable time of adolescent development 
where students are known and respected as individuals. 
 
Ours is a holistic method aimed at ensuring the fully realised potential of each child. 
 
We encourage every student to attempt everything on offer without fear of failure. 
 
As Brisbane’s only Montessori school, our Middle School programme contains unique 
elements whereby students engage in real world activities as small business operators e.g. 
in our micro-economy the student body runs a small business supplying the school 
community with fresh eggs from the organic chickens, seasonal produce from organic 
gardens and honey from the school beehive. 
 
What are the characteristics of the Middle School and its students? 
Brennan et al (2004) explain that ‘middle schooling’ requires an ethos focused on success for 
each student; student engagement and achievement.  Pastoral care is of key importance in 
ensuring that young adolescents receive the support they require throughout this significant 
stage of development. 
 
In 1948 Maria Montessori identified the educational needs of adolescents as:  

• Development of a Personal Vision 
o through Moral education; Mathematics and Languages 

• Self-definition 
o providing opportunity for reflection and meditation 

• Meaningful Participation in Communities 
o learning the elements of social life through actual experience 
o learning the elements of business life through the sale of produce 

• Physical Activity 
o wider education – occupations that provide “rest” from academic work 

• Competency and Achievement 
o opportunity to study in order to satisfy the needs of intelligence 
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• Positive Communication with Adults and Peers 
o to be treated with respect 

• Creative Expression 
o through Music, Languages and Art 

• Structure and Clear Limits 
o freedom to act on individual initiative within limits and rules (school wide) that 

give the necessary guidance 
o fundamental order in the succession of occupations during the day and the 

times for the ‘change-over’ 
• Independence and Responsibility 

o freedom of choice of occupation 
o self-discipline as an aspect of individual liberty and the chief factor of success 

in life 
 

‘When examined through the lens of environmental enrichment and brain development, 
Montessori education presents a radically different – and radically effective – educational 
approach that may be the best method we’ve got to ensure the optimal cognitive, social, and 
emotional development of every child.’  S. Hughes2 
 
Why only to Year 9? 
The importance of care and support during the early stages of adolescent development is the 
key focus of the Middle School.  The characteristics of the students mentioned above result 
in the school specialising in education of adolescents in a middle school model rather than to 
incorporate a Year 11/12 programme. 
 
Where can my child go beyond Year 9 or 10?  
Graduates of the Middle School have several options for future pathways.  In Queensland, 
mainstream secondary schools offer students a preparatory year (Year 10) in order to 
consolidate the skill set needed to complete their compulsory senior secondary schooling.  
Alternatively, specialist programmes are offered in our area, including the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Programme which aligns well with Montessori philosophy. 
 
Students can undertake the IB programmes at Indooroopilly State High School; St Peter’s 
Lutheran College or The QLD Academy for Science, Mathematics and Technology at 
Toowong. 
 
Those students wishing to incorporate other areas of expertise into their daily programmes 
(e.g. Sports, Music, Art, Dance or Drama) can attend the Hubbard’s School in Milton. 
 
Middle School graduates are well prepared for entry into the senior secondary years as 
confident, self-motivated and self-directed learners.  The skill set demonstrated by our 
students is highly valued by senior secondary and tertiary educators as well as future 
employers. 
 
How will my child manage when they leave for years 10 – 12 elsewhere? 
Our students have consistently proven over time that they are well equipped for success in 
other settings as they are confident, independent, self-directed learners when they graduate 
from our programme. 
 
What about extra-curricular opportunities? 
Our focus is on individual development and our offerings meet the interests of our cohort.  All 
students are encouraged to participate in a variety of activities rather than the school only 
selecting strong students to participate.  E.g. Our cross-country event is an example of an 

                                                
2 http://undercroft.org/building-better-brains-dr-steve-hughes 



Brisbane Montessori School  February 2018 

event in real life – students choose their distance and those who wish to continue further are 
encouraged to participate in Bridge2Brisbane. 
 
We offer the following extra-curricular activities to our students: 

• Duke of Edinburgh – Bridge and Bronze Awards 
• Film and Media 
• Art 
• Dance 
• Jamie Oliver Ministry of Food 

 
Is the Middle School value for money? 
We acknowledge pricing does affect decisions made by families, however our school offering 
is unique in terms of class size, mixed-age cohort, methodology, individual programmes and 
provision for adolescents within a style of learning relevant to their developmental needs. 
 
Testimonials 
 
‘Montessori taught Nikita that school can be a happy, safe, good environment. This is the first 
school that not only accepted Nikita for who she is but catered for her learning style and 
encouraged her to be the best she can be.  Whilst all staff have been wonderful, Naomi in 
Amanzi plus Ruchika and Beth in Poseidon have been exceptional for Nikita, embracing her 
spirit and working with any challenges.’ – Antonia Solomon (parent) 
 
 
‘There is no expectation that any child will be the same as another - in appearance, in what 
they are working on, and at what level of achievement.  Differences are not cause for disdain, 
but celebration.  And when someone is accepted for who they are, their self-esteem begins to 
grow.  Montessori places their middle school students in positions of great responsibility.  They 
are expected to manage not only their own learning, but financial management of their projects, 
and also the care of animals and their environment.  They are trusted to make real decisions 
about their work.  Kids recognise when they are respected, and their self-confidence grows 
accordingly. 
 
Have you ever seen adolescents who know they are accepted and trusted?  They are not self- 
conscious, and this is truly wondrous to witness.  I will never forget one of the first times I saw 
boys like this.  The school had chosen skipping as a physical activity for the term, culminating 
in a Jump Rope for Heart day, with displays from every class.  Now, one might imagine that 
teenage boys might find rope skipping a bit naff or uncool, but not at Montessori.  When their 
turn came, on went the boom box blasting their favourite rock music, and we parents saw a 
tightly drilled and technically difficult routine performed with perfect timing, every kid on their 
scooter leaping over and under the huge ropes.  It was absolutely fabulous! 
 
When teenagers are not defensive, they are open to learning and connecting to others.  And 
it is these human connections that will protect their mental health from the ravages of the 
internet age.  For some kids this can literally mean the difference between life and death.  For 
our family, choosing Montessori education is about choosing life.  Over all these years, it has 
always been a life-affirming and hugely enriching experience.’ - Helentherese Good (parent of 
5, all Montessori students for varying periods) 
 


