
 

HEAD LICE (PEDICULOSIS) POLICY 

Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to provide a co-operative and proactive approach between families, students 
and the school in the management of Head Lice infestations, and to support parents in the detection and 
treatment of head lice. 

Scope 
This Head Lice (Pediculosis) Policy applies to all of Brisbane Montessori School staff, students, parents 
and volunteers.  

Responsibility 
The Principal is responsible for facilitating a whole-of-school approach to the management of head lice. 

Point of Contact 
Principal  

Useful Information 
Queensland Health Head Lice Fact Sheet 
http://conditions.health.qld.gov.au/HealthCondition/condition/14/165/351/Head-Lice 
Queensland Health Time Out Document 
http://www.health.qld.gov.au/ph/documents/cdb/timeout_poster.pdf 
 

Relevant Legislation 
Education (General Provisions) Regulations 2006 (Qld) 
Public Health Act 2005 (Qld) 

Early Child Care Related Legislation 
National Quality Framework (Quality Area 2) 
Education and Care Services National Regulations  
Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010  

Accessibility and Awareness 
The Principal will ensure that accessibility and awareness of the Policy is made available: 
• to staff members generally 
• to staff, families and students by its display on the school website; and on request, to staff, families and 

students from the school administration. 

Review 
The School will ensure that the Policy is reviewed once every two years or as changes in regulation and 
legislation is applicable. 

 



HEAD LICE (PEDICULOSIS) POLICY 

BRISBANE MONTESSORI SCHOOL October 2017 Page 2 of 5 

 

Form of Reporting 
Documentation relating to this policy shall be placed on the school website and/or attached to the end of 
this policy document. 

Relevant Definitions 
Head Lice are small, wingless, egg laying insects found on the human head. They grow to about 3.5mm 
(the size of a sesame seed or pin head). Head lice live on the hair and feed by sucking blood from the 
scalp. They are pale grey in colour before feeding and reddish brown after feeding. 
Lice Eggs are live eggs glued to the hair shaft within a distance of 1.5 cm from the scalp. They hatch in 7-
10 days as young lice (nymphs). It takes up to ten days for the nymphs to become mature lice and begin 
laying eggs. Adults are larger than nymphs and a mature female lays up to eight eggs per day. 

Overview 
Head Lice is a complex issue and Brisbane Montessori School recognises that the occurrence of head lice 
is the most common insect infestation in humans throughout the world, regardless of age, nationality, 
gender or socio-economic status. It is seen as much as a social issue as a health or educational issue, and 
the way that it is approached can have significant influence on a student's emotional, social and 
educational development. Head Lice do not pose any serious health risks but they can be difficult to 
manage. Families often experience frustration and confusion with the range of treatment methods, 
misinformation and myths about Head Lice. 

School Principles & Process 
Brisbane Montessori School takes into account that the main route of transmission for head lice is head-to-
head contact. Being mindful of the fact that head lice can only live a short time away from the human head 
(up to one or two days), staff will promote general measures that help in the prevention of infestations 
including: 
• discouraging head to head contact with other persons; 
• discouraging the sharing of hats, brushes, combs and pillows; 
• keeping long hair tidy by tying it back or in plaits; 
• providing information to families about the biology and control of head lice;  
• promote the use of the ‘conditioner and comb method for detection and treatment of head lice; and 
• encouraging regular examinations of children's hair by family members. 

Head lice awareness will be incorporated within the school newsletter/website informing parents/caregivers 
of the school’s reasonable expectation that: 
• families be vigilant, particularly during periods of heavy head lice infestation; 
• families regularly inspect their child's head , including during school holiday periods, to detect the pres-

ence of lice or lice eggs; 
• when infestation is suspected, all household members should be inspected and treated if required; and 
• families should notify the school so that others can be alerted to the problem and can check for head 

lice. 

Head lice awareness will be incorporated within classroom discussions informing students about regular 
health and hygiene practices. 
When the presence of head lice is suspected, Class Directors are authorised to visually check (no physical 
contact) children for head lice and must do so in a discreet and sensitive manner, ensuring that child 
confidentiality is maintained. 
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When the presence of head lice is suspected, the First Aid Officer on duty who is authorised by the 
Principal may physically check for head lice under all of the following strict conditions: 
• if the child agrees, 
• if infection control guidelines are observed, and 
• if student confidentiality is assured. 
Children suspected of having live head lice or eggs present in their hair are not removed from their class or 
the school. 
When head lice are suspected within individual classrooms, all families who have a child enrolled within the 
individual classroom are provided with an alert notice to take home to their families requesting that 
immediate treatment is commenced. 
Where head lice have been detected, families will be supported through practical advice and an empathic 
attitude to avoid stigmatising families who have difficulty complying with control measures. 
Where head lice have been detected whilst the child is at school, the child’s family will be contacted by the 
school to notify them of the infestation. If a treatment regime has not as yet been put in place within the 
home environment at the time of the detection, the family will be asked to collect their child so that a 
treatment regime may begin as a prevention measure to minimise risks of infestation. 
The Principal shall only send a child home in cases where a child has a detected head lice infestation and 
a treatment regime has not been put in place within the home environment. 
Brisbane Montessori School discourages the following strategies as they have been shown to be either 
unnecessary or ineffective (refer to International guidelines for effective control of head louse 
infestations): 
• shaving the head or cutting the hair a short length; 
• treatment of inanimate objects such as clothes, furniture, carpets or car interiors; 
• over-use of chemical treatment options by families; and 
• treatment of every member of the household unless every person has evident lice. 

Family Responsibilities 
Brisbane Montessori School believes that families have the prime responsibility for the detection and 
treatment of head lice on their children, and require that families support the management of head lice 
infestations through: 
• regularly inspecting their child's hair to detect the presence of head lice or lice eggs; 
• inspecting all household members and treating if required when infestation is suspected; 
• immediately treating their child on discovery of head lice or lice eggs when infestation is detected; 
• ensuring that their child does not return to school until a treatment regime has begun;  
• notifying the school if their child has a detected head lice infestation and advise when treatment has 

begun;  
• keeping long hair tidy by tying it back or in plaits 
• inspecting their child’s hair during the school holiday periods, recognising that there is a decrease in 

head to head contact with other children, to help minimize the possibilities of infestation upon returning 
from the holiday period. 

Detection of Head Lice 
Detection of adult lice or nymphs on the scalp is the best way to determine if head lice are present. While 
most people with head lice will not develop an itch, a small number of people develop an itch due to an al-
lergic reaction to the saliva of the louse.  
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The presence of eggs is not a reliable sign of active head lice. Eggs need the warmth and moisture of the 
scalp to hatch. Eggs that are further than 1.5cm from the scalp are dead or hatched and do not need to be 
treated. Dead and hatched eggs can remain in the hair for several weeks.  

Treating Head Lice 
Treatment should only be applied when live lice are found on the head. To break the cycle, all infested peo-
ple should be treated at the same time. 
There are two methods of treatment: 
1. Non-insecticidal treatment using the conditioner and combing technique 
The most effective way to detect or treat head lice is by using the hair conditioner and combing method. 
You will need white coloured hair conditioner, an ordinary comb, a fine tooth head lice comb and white tis-
sue/kitchen towel. 
• Untangle dry hair with an ordinary comb. 
• Apply sufficient white conditioner to dry hair to completely cover the scalp and hair from roots to tips. 

The conditioner works by stunning the head lice and is more effective when the conditioner is thick. 
• Use an ordinary comb to evenly distribute the conditioner and divide the hair into four sections or more 

sections using hair clips.  A mirror can assist you when applying this method to yourself. 
• Using a head lice comb, start from the section at the back of the head, placing the teeth of the head 

lice comb flat against the scalp. 
• Comb the hair from roots through to the tips. 
• After each stroke, wipe the comb onto a white tissue. 
• In a good light check the comb and tissue for head lice. A magnifying glass may assist you. Please 

note that adult lice are easier to see than newly hatched lice. You may also detect some eggs. 
• Comb each section twice until you have combed the whole head.   
• If the comb becomes clogged, use an old toothbrush, dental floss or a safety pin to clean between the 

teeth of the comb. 
• Comb the whole head, checking for lice. 
• If you find head lice or eggs, decide on a treatment option (refer to Treating Head Lice below). 
• Put all tissues in a plastic bag, tie the top and put the bag in a rubbish bin. 
All members of the family/household should be checked once per week using this method as long as infes-
tation remains within the household. 
2. Treatment with synthetic, natural insecticides or other chemicals 
These treatment agents are available in different forms (ie. shampoo, mousse, and lotion) and can be ob-
tained from chemists without prescription. All preparations must be applied strictly according to the manu-
facturer's instructions. None of them should be used on children under two years of age, except on medical 
advice. 
No chemical treatment kills all the eggs. A second treatment should be applied 7-10 days after the initial 
treatment to kill the nymphs that have hatched from the eggs remaining from the first treatment. Do not ap-
ply the treatment more than once per week as more frequent applications could lead to scalp problems and 
have little or no effect. 
If lice are still found after three weeks of chemical applications, switch to the non-insecticidal method until 
no lice are found. Eggs are the most difficult stage to kill. The most effective way to remove eggs is to actu-
ally pull them off the hair using your fingernails. 
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HEAD LICE ALERT NOTICE 

Date:     
 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

Head lice have been detected in the school. The parents/carers of all students are being noti-
fied via this letter. 

It is extremely important for you to check your child’s head for head lice TODAY. Keep 
checking every 2 days until there are no head lice found for 10 consecutive days. 

If you do find head lice, commence effective treatment immediately and be sure to complete 
the process of treatment. This will help prevent head lice from spreading. Refer to the Head 
Lice Policy on the school website. If you do not have this information or need help please 
contact the school administration. Teachers will reduce head-to-head contact activities while 
head lice are known to be around. If for any reason you are having difficulties treating the head 
lice on your child effectively, please contact the school on (07) 3327 0600.  

Yours sincerely, 

 
May Selkirk 
Principal 
Brisbane Montessori School 

 

 
 


