
 

INFECTIOUS DISEASES POLICY 

Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that the control of infectious diseases and contagious conditions are 
effectively addressed through both preventative and management strategies. 

Scope 
This Infectious Diseases Policy applies to all Brisbane Montessori School staff, volunteers, parents, carers, 
students and visitors.  

Responsibility 
The Principal 

Point of Contact 
All Staff 

References 
First Aid in the Workplace Code of Practice 2014 
https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/58162/First-aid-in-the-workplace-COP-
2014.pdf 
First Aid Guideline 
http://ppr.det.qld.gov.au/corp/hr/workplace/Procedure Attachments/First Aid/Managing-first-aid-in-the-
workplace.pdf 
Infection Control Guideline 
https://education.qld.gov.au/initiativesstrategies/Documents/infection-control-guidline.pdf 
Time Out poster, Queensland Health 
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/ph/documents/cdb/timeout_poster.pdf 

Staying healthy: Preventing infectious diseases in early childhood education and care services (5th Edition), 
Australian Government National Health and Medical Research Council 

Relevant Legislation 
Work Health and Safety Act 2011 (Qld) 
Work Health and Safety Regulation 2011 (Qld) 
Public Health Act 2005 (Qld)  
Public Health Regulation 2005 (Qld) 

Early Child Care Related Legislation 
National Quality Framework (Quality Area 2) 
National Quality Framework (Quality Area 4) 
Education and Care Services National Regulations 2011 
Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010  
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Accessibility and Awareness 
The Principal will ensure that accessibility and awareness of the Policy is made available: 
• to staff members generally; 
• to staff, families and students by its display on the school website; and on request, to staff, families and 

students from the school administration. 

Review 
The School will ensure that the policy is reviewed once every two years or as changes in regulation and 
legislation occur. 

Policy Statement 
Brisbane Montessori strives to implement effective preventative strategies and management processes in 
regards to contagious conditions and infection control.  It aims to ensure that clear direction is provided to 
enable the minimisation of risk of exposure of staff, students, and others to infectious disease agents.    

 
Responsibilities 

It is the responsibility of the Brisbane Montessori School to: 
• Protect the health, safety and wellbeing of staff, students and others in accordance with the require-

ments of the Work Health and Safety Act 2011 (Qld); 
• Report any suspected notifiable diseases to the Public Health Unit; 
• Comply with directions from the Public Health Medical Officer (PHMO) at the Public Health Unit; 
• Comply with orders made by the Minister of Health to close the school where required in the interest of 

public health; 
• Ensure that all staff are aware of their responsibilities relating to the management of a contagious con-

dition or infectious disease at the school; 
• Implement local contagious conditions and infection control practices; 
• Ensure that all staff are appropriately trained in the area of infection control and the ways to minimise 

the risk of exposure of staff, students and others; 
• Monitor contagious conditions and infection control measures to ensure the school is providing an ad-

equate level of safety; 
• Ensure contagious conditions and infection control practices are followed during the provision of first 

aid and in the disposal of first aid waste; 
• Maintain accurate records of training; 
• Maintain records of injuries/illnesses and first aid; 
• Administration to maintain an up-to-date record of student immunisation status; 
• Exclude children and employees with a contagious condition from the school until the recommended 

minimum exclusion period has passed and/or they are medically cleared to attend, according to the 
specific condition; 

• Ensure that parents understand that they are required to keep children away from the school if they 
have a contagious condition, and are to inform the school of such; 

• Ensure that employees understand that they are required to not report for work, if they have a conta-
gious condition, and are to inform the school of such; 

• Exclude from the school children and employees who are not medically vaccinated against a vaccine-
preventable contagious condition for which there is an occurrence at the school until they are medi-
cally cleared to attend; 

• Exclude ‘contacts’ of children and employees with a contagious condition from the school until the rec-
ommended minimum exclusion period has passed and/or they are medically cleared to attend, accord-
ing to the specific condition; 
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• Ensure that special care and consideration are given in the event of an occurrence of a contagious 
condition at the school whilst an employee is pregnant; and 

• Notify parents of each child in a class of an occurrence of a notifiable disease in the class by display-
ing a notice so that it is clearly visible to anyone on the school noticeboard and via email notice. 

 
It is the responsibility of all permanent staff dealing with children to: 
• Understand the contagious conditions and infection control procedures implemented by the school; 
• Take part in training on contagious conditions and infection control; 
• Implement contagious conditions and infection control practices to minimise the risk of exposure to 

infectious disease agents for yourself and others; 
• Implement local infection control practices in accordance with the school Hygiene Policy; 
• Refer to the Time Out poster; 
• Be aware of contagious and infectious diseases for which your immunity has been established (via 

exposure or vaccination); 
• Seek advice from your medical practitioner regarding the management of your specific health condi-

tions in your work environment; 
• Maintain an up-to-date record of your immunisation status; 
• Not report for work if you have a contagious condition, and inform the school of this as soon as practi-

cable; 
• Accept and act upon decisions by Brisbane Montessori School to take appropriate action to protect 

employees who are not medically immunised from vaccine-preventable infectious diseases; and 
• Accept and act upon decisions by Brisbane Montessori School to exclude employees during outbreaks 

of some vaccine-preventable infectious diseases if they are not medically vaccinated against the dis-
ease; and 

• Record injuries/illnesses and first aid. 
 

It is the responsibility of families to: 
• Be aware of and act in accordance with Brisbane Montessori School’s Infectious Diseases Policy; 
• Keep children away from the school if they have a contagious condition and inform the school of this 

as soon as practicable; 
• Accept and act upon decisions made by Brisbane Montessori School to exclude children during out-

breaks of some vaccine-preventable infectious diseases if they are not medically vaccinated against 
the disease. 

 
Relevant Definitions 

Contact: a person who has had the opportunity to catch a contagious condition/disease from someone 
while that person was infectious.  The exact definition of a contact varies depending on how the condition 
spreads (e.g. airborne droplets, blood), see the disease fact sheet. 
Contagious: able to be passed from one person to another. 
Contagious conditions: are medical conditions prescribed under the Public Health Regulation 2005 (Qld) 
as contagious conditions.  The medical conditions currently listed as contagious conditions are: Diphtheria, 
Enterovirus 71 (EV71), Gastroenteritis, Haemophilus influenza type b, Hepatitis A, Measles, Meningococcal 
infection (invasive), Paratyphoid, Pertussis (whooping cough), Poliomyelitis – wild type and vaccine 
associated, Rubella, Tuberculosis, Typhoid, Varicella – zoster virus infection (chickenpox). 
Disease fact sheet: means the fact sheets that form part of Staying Healthy (5th ed). 
Infectious: able to spread from one living thing to another. 
Infectious period: the length of time a person who is infectious can spread the infection to others. 
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Notifiable disease: a disease that must be reported to the Public Health Unit, see the fact sheet for the 
specific disease. 

Others includes visitors to the school who are not staff or part of the student body, namely, volunteers in 
the classroom, contractors and parents.   

Outbreak: a sudden increase in the number of people who have a particular condition. 

Public Health Unit: part of the Queensland Health Department that investigates and provides advice on 
infectious diseases, including outbreak management, immunisation and other public health matters. 

Standard Precautions are work practices that assume all blood and body fluids are potentially 
infectious.  Standard precautions are to be used as a first-line approach to preventing infection and are to 
be adopted for contact with all blood and body fluids. 
Standard Precautions include: good hygiene practices (hand washing), use cough and sneeze etiquette, 
gloves, appropriate handling and disposal of sharps and other infectious waste, appropriate cleaning and 
disinfection of contaminated items. 
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Appendix 1 – Table of Recommended Minimum Exclusion Periods 
 

Condition Exclusion of Case Exclusion of Contacts 
Campylobacter infection Exclude until there has not been a loose bowel 

motion for 24 hours 
Not excluded 

Candidiasis (thrush)  Not excluded  Not excluded 
Cytomegalovirus (CMV) infection  Not excluded  Not excluded 
Conjunctivitis  Exclude until discharge from the eyes has 

stopped, unless a doctor has diagnosed non-in-
fectious conjunctivitis 

Not excluded 

Cryptosporidium  Exclude until there has not been a loose bowel 
motion for 24 hours 

Not excluded 

Diarrhoea (No organism identi-
fied) 

Exclude until there has not been a loose bowel 
motion for 24 hours 

Not excluded 

Fungal infections of the skin or 
nails (e.g. ringworm, tinea) 

Exclude until the day after starting appropriate 
antifungal treatment  

Not excluded 

Giardiasis  Exclude until there has not been a loose bowel 
motion for 24 hours 

Not excluded 

Glandular fever (mononucleosis, 
Epstein Barr virus [EBV] infec-
tion)  

Not excluded  Not excluded 

Hand, foot and mouth disease  Exclude until all blisters have dried  Not excluded 
Haemophilus influenzae type b 
(Hib)  

Exclude until the person has received appropri-
ate antibiotic treatment for at least 4 days  

Not excluded. Contact a public 
health unit for specialist advice 

Head lice (pediculosis)  Not excluded if effective treatment begins be-
fore the next day at the education and care ser-
vice. The child does not need to be sent home 
immediately if head lice are detected 

Not excluded 

Hepatitis A  Exclude until a medical certificate of recovery is 
received and until at least 7 days after the onset 
of jaundice 

Not excluded. Contact a public 
health unit for specialist advice 
about vaccinating or treating 
children in the same room or 
group 

Hepatitis B  Not excluded  Not excluded 
Hepatitis C  Not excluded  Not excluded 
Herpes simplex (cold sores, fe-
ver blisters)  

Not excluded if the person can maintain hygiene 
practices to minimise the risk of transmission. If 
the person cannot comply with these practices 
(e.g. because they are too young), they should 
be excluded until the sores are dry. Sores 
should be covered with a dressing, where possi-
ble 

Not excluded 

Human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV)  

Not excluded. If the person is severely immune 
compromised, they will be vulnerable to other 
people’s illnesses  

Not excluded 

Human parvovirus B19 (fifth dis-
ease, erythema infectiosum, 
slapped cheek syndrome) 

Not excluded  Not excluded 

Hydatid disease  Not excluded  Not excluded 
Impetigo  Exclude until appropriate antibiotic treatment 

has started. Any sores on exposed skin should 
be covered with a watertight dressing 

Not excluded 

Influenza and influenza-like ill-
nesses  

Exclude until person is well  Not excluded 

Listeriosis  Not excluded  Not excluded 
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Condition Exclusion of Case Exclusion of Contacts 
Measles  Exclude for 4 days after the onset of the rash  Immunised and immune con-

tacts are not excluded. For non-
immunised contacts, contact a 
public health unit for specialist 
advice. All immunocompromised 
children should be excluded un-
til 14 days after the appearance 
of the rash in the last case 

Meningitis (viral)  Exclude until person is well  Not excluded 
Meningococcal infection  Exclude until appropriate antibiotic treatment 

has been completed  
Not excluded. Contact a public 
health unit for specialist advice 
about antibiotics and/or vaccina-
tion for people who were in the 
same room as the case 

Molluscum contagiosum  Not excluded  Not excluded 
Mumps  Exclude for 9 days or until swelling goes down 

(whichever is sooner)  
Not excluded 

Norovirus  Exclude until there has not been a loose bowel 
motion or vomiting for 48 hours  

Not excluded 

Pertussis (whooping cough)  Exclude until 5 days after starting appropriate 
antibiotic treatment, or for 21 days from the on-
set of coughing  

Contact a public health unit for 
specialist advice about exclud-
ing non-vaccinated and incom-
pletely vaccinated contacts, or 
antibiotics 

Pneumococcal disease Exclude until person is well  Not excluded 
Roseola  Not excluded  Not excluded 
Ross River virus  Not excluded  Not excluded 
Rotavirus infection  Exclude until there has not been a loose bowel 

motion or vomiting for 24 hours 
Not excluded 

Rubella (German measles)  Exclude until fully recovered or for at least 4 
days after the onset of the rash 

 Not excluded 

Salmonellosis  Exclude until there has not been a loose bowel 
motion for 24 hours 

Not excluded 

Scabies  Exclude until the day after starting appropriate 
treatment  

Not excluded 

Shigellosis  Exclude until there has not been a loose bowel 
motion for 24 hours 

Not excluded 

Streptococcal sore throat (includ-
ing scarlet fever)  

Exclude until the person has received antibiotic 
treatment for at least 24 hours and feels well  

Not excluded 

Toxoplasmosis  Not excluded  Not excluded 
Tuberculosis (TB)  Exclude until medical certificate is produced 

from the appropriate health authority  
Not excluded. Contact a public 
health unit for specialist advice 
about screening, antibiotics or 
specialist TB clinics 

Varicella (chickenpox)  Exclude until all blisters have dried—this is usu-
ally at least 5 days after the rash first appeared 
in non-immunised children, and less in immun-
ised children  

Any child with an immune defi-
ciency (for example, leukaemia) 
or receiving chemotherapy should 
be excluded for their own protec-
tion. Otherwise, not excluded 

Viral gastroenteritis (viral diar-
rhoea)  

Exclude until there has not been a loose bowel 
motion for 24 hours 

 Not excluded 

Worms  Exclude if loose bowel motions are occurring. 
Exclusion is not necessary if treatment has 
occurred  

Not excluded 

 


