
Middle School
FOR STUDENTS IN YEARS 7-9

Nurturing the Next Generation



It is a period marked by major social and physical development, enhanced self- awareness and critical 
thinking, and growing independence and responsibilities. It is a time when young people evolve their 
knowledge, identity and direction in life.

This is why schooling that is purposefully designed for adolescence is so important and advantageous to 
students in this age group.

As Brisbane’s only Montessori school, our Middle School is a learning offering like no other. We blend the 
Montessori pedagogy with the Australian curriculum to help students develop holistically and academically 
to be independent, responsible, problem-solving adults.

The world that adolescents find themselves in today is markedly different to that of last century. Today, 
students’ hunger for participation in real things means the lines between study and work are blurring, 
requiring schools to step up to students’ diverse needs and dynamic potential.

Experiential education – in various forms – is as important as ever. This is one of the strengths of the 
Montessori curriculum. We provide meaningful work – Occupations and Micro-economies – and a unique 
inclusive environment for 12–15 year olds, who choose their own work scope in a three-hour time period.

While adolescence can be a time of exciting change, it can also be a time of great turmoil. At Brisbane 
Montessori we focus on instilling peace and resilience in multiple ways: 

•  Our location – the natural environment next to the Brisbane River enables students to connect with the 
calming effects of nature. 

•  Group-based learning enables students to work collaboratively and feel included. Importantly, our 
groups blend all ages, breaking down barriers that can exist in other schools.

•  Peace Education as a subject gives students the opportunity to learn to value and practise respect for 
self, others and the environment.

These elements enhance their social development, emotional intelligence and maturity. Our programme 
– designed completely for the needs of adolescents –  will help nurture, protect and guide our next generation 
through their exciting and challenging formative years.

These are just some of the reasons why a Montessori Middle School education is unrivalled.

Every stage of a child’s journey is important, 
however in most cases adolescence is the most 
challenging and transformative.





Welcome
Brisbane Montessori Middle School is a unique co-educational, non-denominational offering for students 
aged 12 to 15 years (Year 7 to 9). In a peaceful location beside the Brisbane River, it is a separate school 
precinct on the same campus as our popular Children’s House and Primary School and shares their 
wonderful facilities. 

Choosing a school for your adolescent child is a momentous decision for you as parents, and for them as 
individuals. At Brisbane Montessori School, we acknowledge that students of this age are entering into a 
critical phase of character formation and skill development, and as such require nurturing and support to 
develop resilience and responsibilities in order to become independent and confident problem-solvers. 

A Montessori education is truly different and our difference is what we champion.  Students in our Middle 
School charter their own destinies in a safe, nurturing environment working among their peers in a 
close-knit community. They experience a meaningful, challenging curriculum and engage with interesting 
subjects that allow self-expression, critical thinking and project-based work.  They also learn about 
community service and have the opportunity to participate in the Duke of Edinburgh and Bridge Award 
Schemes. They form life skills through experiences provided by outdoor education, camps and Jamie’s 
Ministry of Food. 

One of the main benefits for students is the high teacher to student ratio with instruction from a variety of 
specialist teachers in English, Design Technology, Health and Physical Education, Digital Technology, 
Music, Horticulture, Language and Art. We prioritise pastoral care by acting as mentors and nurturers. 

Our students are exposed to academic rigour and opportunity, can participate in NAPLAN testing and are 
able to choose a multitude of pathways for senior secondary schooling beyond Brisbane Montessori School, 
depending on their interests, passions or talents. 

If this sounds like the ideal environment for your child to thrive in, I invite you to meet with me and take a 
tour of our Middle School.   

Together with my fellow educators, we take the privilege and responsibility of leading your children through 
their adolescent years seriously.

May Selkirk
Principal
Brisbane Montessori School

Leading the Next Generation





Middle School Curriculum
Our Middle School students learn from an academic curriculum that comprises the Montessori National 
Curriculum mapped against the Australian National Curriculum. This builds a high level of understanding 
and solid foundation to progress to a senior secondary education. The Montessori elements of our curriculum, 
designed to prepare students for life beyond school, enable our students to develop well-rounded skills 
that can be applied in the real world. Students work to a three-hour timetable as opposed to a regulated 
time per subject. We believe this encourages an engaged and full learning experience.

The Brisbane Montessori Middle School programme is:
• learner centred
• collaboratively organised
• outcome based
• flexibly constructed
• ethically aware
• strategically linked, and
• community oriented. 

The programme provides leadership development opportunities for all students. As such, this innovative 
programme embodies the essential elements of high-performing organisations. We believe this real-world 
approach is hugely beneficial to our students, irrespective of what they ultimately do or where they end up 
in the world.

Guiding the Next Generation



Our core weekly programme includes:
1.   Peace Education – This is the essence of our learning, where students learn conflict resolution, grace and 

courtesy, mutual respect and gain humanistic knowledge. 

2.   Occupations (chickens, bees, gardens) – This area of study helps students to learn holistically and supports 
social and moral development, team cohesion and leadership, and provides a sense of purpose, responsibility 
and problem-solving opportunities. 

3.   Micro-economies (market stalls, car wash, staff lunches) – These activities enable students to have 
real-world learnings in both manual and intellectual work. Students complete interdisciplinary studies 
and learn principles of supply and demand, and sustainability. 

4.   Creative expression gives students the opportunity to physically and creatively express themselves through 
Music, Language, Arts, Dance, Drama and Pottery. This enables them to explore their identity, values, 
interests and talents. 

5.   STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) – This is project-based, integrated 
curricula delivered by specialist staff and includes elements such as digital technologies using 3D printers, 
Lego Mind Storms, Arduino, Coding and basic programming, film and media.

6.   Community Service – All students learn about contribution with purpose by mentoring our younger 
Montessori students and through the Duke of Edinburgh and Bridge Awards.

7.   Duke of Edinburgh and Bridge Awards – We offer the internationally recognised youth development 
programme, which involves students setting individual goals and working towards them in physical 
recreation, skill, service and adventurous journey activities.

8.   Extracurricular – Students can choose to participate in Film & Media, Art, Dance, the Jamie’s Ministry of 
Food as well as the Duke of Edinburgh programme.

In addition, every year students experience camps, whether an Outback tour, a Canberra trip or a school campout. 

Whole-of-school activities include the book fair, the school dance, the art fest and carnivals such as sports 
day and the cross country run. 

Trained educators, who are experts in a specific field, guide our students. Our teachers act as role models and 
mentors. Students and teachers share knowledge and experience and work from a foundation of mutual respect. 

For additional information on our curriculum components, please see our Middle School FAQs document.



Future Pathways beyond Middle School

Montessori defines the educational needs of adolescents as:
•  development of a personal vision 

•  self-definition

•  meaningful participation in communities

•  physical activity

•  competency and achievement 

•  positive communication with adults and peers

•  creative expression

•  structure and clear limits

•  independence and responsibility.

By working within this framework and focusing on student engagement, love of learning and pastoral care, 
we prepare our students for the next stage of their educational journey.   

There are many pathways for graduates of our Middle School including:
•   local mainstream secondary (public or private), with the option of the International Baccalaureate 

programme  

•   Queensland Academies (Creative Industries and Science, Mathematics and Technologies)

•   The Hubbards School

•   TAFE 

•   Australian Industry Trade College

•   Brisbane School of Distance Education.

Middle School graduates have consistently proven they are well prepared for entry into senior secondary 
years as they are confident, self-motivated and self-directed learners. 

They are well adjusted and their confidence and competence shines.

Being the Next Generation

Nurturing the Next Generation
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