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Dear Parents, 
We hope that all of our families came through the emergency 
weather conditions relatively unscathed. Thankfully, the school 
grounds did not suffer any major damage. 
Just as the community have got behind supporting people in this 
state emergency, so too is it important that we all participate in our 
children’s development.  Each and every one of us have a role to 
play.  We cannot underestimate the power of the effort of just one 
person, whether the effort is large or small.  Service to our school 
results in enthusiastic students, supported staff and an involved 
community. 

This year our school saw an increased enrolment.  Staff worked 
diligently to make the new classes a reality.  New students have 
settled in and the continuing students have been adjusting to their 
new classes and educational expectations.  Some parents have 
taken on the role of the class representative, some have 
volunteered their time or service to their classes, others support 
the events of the Parents & Friends Assocation.  A lovely example 
is the recent Book Fair, where children enjoyed the reading 
experience and parents donated 47 books to their classes — all in 
addition to the benefit the library will receive.  What a wonderful 
infusion of enthusiastic reading is taking place! 

A less noticed service to the school, but one of immense 
importance, is the role of the Board.  Parents who are motivated 
professionals with experience and appropriate skills in areas that 
can benefit the school are highly valued for this governance role.  
With the AGM coming up on 23 May 2017, it is an appropriate time 
to ask parents to consider sharing their skills and knowledge with 
the school.  As a member of the Board you are able to contribute to 
the welfare and good governance of the school community by 
being involved.  Please contact Gaylene Bell at the office if this is 
an area you would like to become involved in. 

Wishing all our families an enjoyable school holiday and a blessed 
Easter. 

Yours for our children 

May Selkirk
Principal

April 2017

Vacation Care 
3 – 13 April 

First Day of Term 2 
Tuesday 18 Apr 

Anzac Day Public Holiday 
Tuesday 25 Apr 

Cross Country 
Thursday 27 Apr 

Market Stalls 
Friday 28 Apr 

May 2017

Market Stalls 
3:00pm, 12 & 26 May, Fridays 

Labour Day Public Holiday 
Monday 1 May 

Parent Info Evening 
Wednesday 3 May 

NAPLAN 
9-12 May 

Children’s House Working With Your 
Child 
6-7pm, Wednesday 17 May 

Photos for Reports 
Friday 19 May 

Bush Dance 
20 May 

Board Meeting - AGM 
Tuesday 23 May 

Lower Primary Working With Your 
Child 
7:30am, Wednesday 24 May

‘An investment in knowledge always 
pays the best interest.’     

- Benjamin Franklin

Brisbane Montessori School 
Learning for Life

Calendar



Announcements

Staff Changes 
We would like to wish Sharmini Markandoo all the very best for the next chapter in her life 
as she leaves our school and returns to Singapore.  Sharmini has been with us for four 
years and her dedication and kindness will be missed by us all. 

Class Representatives Appointed 
Congratulations and many thanks from the following classes whose parents will assist 
with the lines of communication between the classroom and parents.  Please note that 
this position is not a sounding board for concerns or queries, but rather a communication 
channel for assisting with community and social events. 

Lotus – Emily Roberts                            Dunnart – Holly Westaway 
Casuarina – Kate Blunt                          Wondai – Anuradha Thakur & Jyosthna Talwalkar 
Grevillea – Shirona Davies                     Amanzi – Kate Blunt, Lisa Daintith & Julie Aus 
Melaleuca – Michaela Ryan                   Moana – Lauren D’Arsie 
Tulipwood – Emma Aitchison                 Yinduru – Sara Alfredson 
Waratah –  Nina Anderson                     Poseidon – Maria Berry 

Current Board Members 
2016 members of the Board are:  
Ed Curl (Chair), Cris Arnold, Bronwyn Battersby, Valerie Bares, Catherine Kenna, Peter 
LeClercq and Tania Walter. 
Message from the Board: Are you looking for a way to support 
our Montessori community? 
At the upcoming Annual General Meeting (AGM) of Brisbane Montessori School Ltd. we 
will be electing up to five members to our Board of Directors.  We are looking for board 
members who believe in our mission and are willing to be active in maintaining a 
sustainable platform which enables the growth of a visionary and innovative Montessori 
community. We believe that this work has never been more important than it is today. 
The school is entering an exciting and challenging time, as we plan for the growth of the 
school and consider the impact that it will have on infrastructure, staff and students, and 
the community. The key issues facing the Board in the coming years will be the 
governance of substantial building projects, the growth of the Middle School and 
maintaining a thriving Montessori community.  As a result we are particularly interested in 
candidates who have expertise in governance, project management, finance, marketing 
and communications, stakeholder engagement, information technology, human resource 
management or any other areas that can add to the diversity of thought and perspective 
of the Board. 
To be elected as a Director you must: 
·   Be a parent of the school 
·   Hold or be able to obtain a Blue Card 
·   Be willing to provide you talents, knowledge and skills to the service of the community. 
We ask our Directors to play an active role by participating in monthly Board meetings, 
regular sub-committee meetings and providing their time and expertise to assist 
the leaders of the school.  Directors are elected for a period of two years before being 
required to stand for re-election; however, we encourage all potential Directors to consider 
this role as a four year commitment.  
To learn more about becoming a Director or to express your interest please contact 
Gaylene Bell, Company Secretary at the school office on 3327 0600 or Edward Curl, 



Reminders

Office Hours During School Holidays 
Please note that the office is open for regular administration tasks between 8am and 12pm 
but with reduced staff numbers. 

Vacation Care 
Vacation care will be offered from 3 - 13 April.  Please see the 
accompanying programme and booking form. 

Montessori Australia’s Parenting Blog 
Montessori Australia recently started a blog where they publish 
interesting articles about parenting and how parents can 
incorporate Montessori philosophy and values at home.  They 
publish once to twice a month and provide wonderful and practical information.  Please look 
on their website for details, it is well worth your while. 

Montessori Australia Benefits 
As our school is a Montessori Australia School Subscriber, all staff and parents are entitled 
to access their services and support. 

This means that you can create your own user account on their website to receive the 
online benefits, including access to the publications library and discounts to events and 
shop purchases.  

The instructions for creating a new account are:  
1. Go to https://montessori.org.au 
2. At the top of the page, in the blue area, click ‘Log In’  
3. Click the button ‘Create an account’ 
4. Enter your details, making sure that you select your school/centre from the list of School 
you are affiliated with 
5. Click ‘Create new account’ 
6. Make sure you write down your username and password to access this in future.

Announcements (cont.)

New Arts, Technology and Engineering Space 
We are excited to announce the development of an arts, technology and engineering 
space. This is part of our ongoing improvements to the school and commitment to the 
children. A designated project space will improve the children’s experiences and foster 
their creativity in art and project-based work. This new space, Studio8, will be in the area 
that has been on loan as a parents’ room. Although we no longer have a parent room, the 
Friday morning cafés will still be operating with the Parents & Friends continuing to have 
access to the kitchen and the Poseidon deck.  A booking system via the front office will 
enable activities that have previously occurred in the room (e.g. material making) to 
continue. Unfortunately we will be unable to accommodate children in the room because 
of the prepared environment including printers, electronics, sewing machines, art 
materials, etc.

https://montessori.org.au/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://montessori.org.au/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Middle School Open Day 
The Middle School Open Day was held on Tuesday 21 March at 9am and 5pm.  The older 
students did a wonderful job of presenting on behalf of their class.  Any further enquiries 
about the Middle School programme can be directed to Ruchika Seth 
(ruchika.seth@bms.qld.edu.au). If you missed this opportunity another Open Day will be 
held on 31 May 2017. 

Montessori Early Childhood Conference 
The Montessori Australia Foundation hosted its annual Early Childhood Conference on the 
weekend of 18–19 March.  Brisbane Montessori School hosted Montessori educators from 
other centres and schools on tours of our school before the conference.  During the 
conference, 11 staff attended interesting seminars relevant to their professional 
development and were able to meet and share their experiences with staff from other 
Montessori schools.  Several children from our school performed at the welcome reception.  
A group of Wondai students sang.  Other children played instrumental background music 
on the keyboard and violin, creating a relaxed ambience for all attendees.

Recent Events

Holi Festival 
Students of Upper Primary and the Middle School 
participated in the celebration of Holi on Friday, 10 March.  
The students looked closely at the social and cultural 
reasons for the celebration and enjoyed learning how to 
safely throw the Holi coloured powders.

Photos courtesy of Amanda of Salt Mama Studios (www.saltmama.com.au)

mailto:ruchika.seth@bms.qld.edu.au)
http://www.saltmama.com.au
mailto:ruchika.seth@bms.qld.edu.au)
http://www.saltmama.com.au


Book Fair 
The book fair was a wonderful success again this year!  The final tally is still to be made 
but we know that we received in excess of $2,000 in value (either through sales or the 
acquisition of books for the school).  A huge thank you to our Parents & Friends 
Association for running the book fair, to our students who provided book reviews to help 
with making book choices, and a big thank you to our school community for all of your 
contributions in making our book fair the fantastic event it always is.  

A total of 47 books were donated by families. This will be boosted by another 18 books 
(from Scholastic rewards/Parents & Friends) to even out the number across all 
classrooms. 
  

• Lotus and Nido will receive 3 books each 
• Waratah will receive 7 books (all donated by families), 
• Tulipwood, Melaleuca, Casuarina and Grevillea will receive 4 books each 
• Wondai will receive 10 books (all donated by families) 
• Dunnart 9 books (all donated by families) 
• Moana, Amanzi and Yinduru will receive 4 books each 
• Poseidon will receive 4 books.

Author Incursion 
On Monday 20 March, Aleesah Darlison, a local children’s book author, visited our school 
and discussed some of her books and writing in general with the Lower Primary students. 
Upper Primary students focussed on how to write a story using the information around 
them. The focus was on Australian native animals and their local habitat. Our children 
enjoyed this interactive and inspiring incursion. 

Children’s House Seasonal Celebration 
Children’s House enjoyed the Autumn Celebration on Tuesday 21 March.  So many 
nature-themed experiences were on offer for the children and their siblings.  The children 
participated in creative activities such as making autumn mobiles, pet rocks and nature 
collages.  The teachers would like to thank all who attended, and the parents who 
supported them in running the activities.

Recent Events (cont.)



Education Outside the Classroom

Adventures in OSHC 
The children in OSHC have started 
gravitating towards more craft and 
construction based activities.  We 
have had some children building a 
small landing bay for a space ship, 
using hot glue and old paint brushes 
to mould into a wand, and match 
sticks and craft glue to make 
miniature furniture. 

As we approach the end of this term 
we would like to remind parents that 
we will be open during the Easter 
holiday period between Monday 3 
April and Thursday 13 April. We 
would also like to wish everyone a 
happy and relaxing Easter holiday.

Poseidon - ‘Journey of Man Through Time’ Campout   
This campout was a fantastic opportunity for the students to learn some survival skills 
and develop an empathy for early man and his struggle to survive in harsh conditions.  
This gave students an insight into how far man has progressed. We had a clear sky in 
the evening, with stories told by older students under the stars. It was a wonderful 
experience for us all!   - Ruchika Seth and Bradley Mavin



Message from the P&F

P&F Committee News 
We are pleased to announce the current committee for the Brisbane Montessori School Parents 
and Friends (P&F) Association: 
President: Claire Larroux  
Vice-President: Sara Alfredson 
Secretary: Helen Smith  
Treasurer: Christina Smerdon 
Café Coordinator: Mel Early  
Staff Representative: Marlene Browne 
Committee members: Amanda Waschevski, Shona Wilesmith, Paola Ramon, Nadia Martinez 
Casas, Ronel Raats 
You can contact us at parentsandfriends@bms.qld.edu.au.  Please 'like' our Facebook 
page 'Brisbane Montessori Parents and Friends' to receive regular updates of what's going on 
in our school community (turn notifications ON). 

Friday Café 
Every Friday after drop off the smell of freshly ground coffee wafts through the doors of the 
Parents’ Room as mums, dads, grandparents and friends enjoy conversation and camaraderie 
over a cup of coffee or tea and homemade cake. Come and join us, or grab a takeaway if you 
don’t have time to stay.  If you can help by baking a cake for the Café, you can sign up on the 
roster link available on the school website.  From next term, we will be gathering on the deck as 
the room will be used for Upper Primary and Middle School Arts, Technology and Engineering.  
We still have use of the kitchen.  We are seeking suggestions and donations to make this into a 
cosy area - for example, with clear blinds to protect ourselves from the wind and potted plants to 
separate our area from the rest of the deck.  Feel free to approach us about it at the Café. 

Bush Dance Organisation 
Our annual Bush Dance will take place Saturday 20 May.  This has been a very fun and 
successful community evening in past years and we need your help to make sure it is as 
successful this year!  We have divvied up the organisation.  A few of us have already put our 
hands up to organise various aspects: café, BBQ, cake stand, tickets, meet & greet, posters, 
raffle, sustainability, photo booth, volunteer sign-up.  Please contact us if you would like to be 
involved in the organisation, we will have regular meetings.  We are looking for: 
- one photographer for the Photo Booth (to share the task with Amanda) 
- do you know someone who would be happy to supply 15 hay bales for the night ? 
- would you be able to pick the hay bales up and return them in your ute ? 
- one or two persons to organise food shopping / donations 
- one person to organise evening tidy-up. 

Mother’s Day Family Photos 
Thank you very much to Amanda Waschevski for offering her services for this P&F fundraising 
opportunity.  Luckily the weather cleared up that day and it was very popular!  Amanda will let 
you know when the photographs are ready for collection. 

Book Fair 
The Book Fair was a great success!  We have raised over $2,000 in book credits and money 
that will all go towards improving our school library.  A big thank you to all the volunteers who 
helped out and to all the parents for donating and purchasing. 

Next P&F Meeting 
The next P&F meeting will be at 1.30PM on Wednesday April 19.  All parents are welcome! 
Venue to be confirmed. 

All the best, 

Your P&F Committee

mailto:parentsandfriends@bms.qld.edu.au%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:parentsandfriends@bms.qld.edu.au%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


New Tennis Coach

Activity Contact Venue Day Time

Tennis* Pro-Am Tennis 
Allan Say - 0408 766 882 
www.proamtennis.com.au

School 
Hardcourt

Monday from  
7:30am

Multi Sports* for 
children 4 - 6 years

Young Sports 
Derek - 3376-3388 
www.youngsports.com.au

School 
Hardcourt

Thursday 8:15 to 
8:45am 

French Club Milena Richardson 
french@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House Tuesday (P/MS) 

Thursday (CH)
3:15 to 
4:00pm

Piano/Guitar* Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House 
Music Room

Individual lessons by 
appointment

Choir/Band Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House 
Music Room

Thursday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Yoga*  
($10 per session)

Kajal Thaker 
0433-333-829

Nganbirra Hall Tuesday 8:00 to 
8:40am

Circus Workshops* Vulcana Kids (vulcana.org.au) 
Contact Jo on 3358 1888 

Nganbirra Hall Wednesday 3:15 to 
4:45pm

Extracurricular for Term 2, 2017

*Offered at parents own cost and/or subject to sufficient numbers

Message from the New Tennis Coaching Provider 
We are Pro-Am Tennis and we will be conducting lessons starting in Term 2 on Monday 
mornings before school.  We start back week 2 of the term on Monday 24 April.  Lessons 
are available for all levels starting from kindy age.  We will be using the Tennis Australia 
Hotshots program of modified tennis using red, orange, green and yellow balls. If you 
would like your child to be involved please visit our website (www.proamtennis.com.au) for 
more information and bookings. Bookings are now open for term 2!  No racquet, no 
problems, we have spares available! We look forward to seeing you there! 

Allan Say 
Director/Owner 
Pro-Am Tennis

Children’s House & primary school offerings

Activity Contact Venue Day Time

Film & Media Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Studio8 Tuesday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Choir/Band Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House Thursday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Wearable Art Amalia Cummins 
studio8@bms.qld.edu.au

Studio8 Thursday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Extra Middle school offerings
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