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Dear Parents, 
We welcome all our Brisbane Montessori School families back 
to school and, from the way the students have gone back to 
their work, it appears that everyone had a relaxing break and is 
ready for another exciting year! 
Much has occurred over the holiday break with Directors and 
staff preparing the refreshed and new classrooms to provide 
plenty of opportunities for exploration and learning.  Many 
rooms have seen some alterations in furniture and resources.  
The construction of the verandah outside Melaleuca, Tulipwood 
and Infant & Toddler Nido has been completed at a cost of just 
on $180,000.00.  It has been such a successful upgrade to 
facilities and is set out as a beautiful outdoor classroom with 
children eagerly enjoying the new spaces.  
Lower Primary has seen a change of teaching teams and we 
welcome Karen Simpson who joins Sarah Haines in Dunnart, 
while Jeremy Sullivan and Meg Owens work together in 
Wondai. 
In Upper Primary, Lucy leads in Yinduru (the class name is the 
local Aboriginal term for ‘running water’), Naomi will continue 
with Amanzi (Zulu for ‘water’), and Scott has moved into the 
former library with Moana (Hawaiian for ‘ocean’).  
In the Children’s House, we have transitioned from three 3-6 
year old environments to five.  Stephanie Irvine and Jane Brice 
are in Melaleuca, Ashleigh Irwin and Chantal Ardé are in 
Tulipwood, Bernice Wooler and Christina Lu are in Casuarina, 
Bianca Eaton and Lucy Ritchie are in Grevillea while Waratah 
has remained mostly the same with Irene Maluda, Beate 
Bowen and Theshnee Moodley. 
Poseidon will also have the increased skill set alongside 
Ruchika Seth to provide an enriched offering to our adolescents 
with Scott Cromwell adding to the Middle School Programme 
and specialist staff covering the music, health and physical 
education, French and gardening.  We have also added Digital 
Technologies and Coding with Bradley Mavin. 
The gardening program in the Primary and Middle School is 
offered by our expert horticulturist, Jodie Bain, who will 
continue to provide her knowledge and experience as students 
begin to set up their class garden beds. 

                                        (continued over)

February 2017

Market Stalls 
3 & 17, Fridays, 3:00pm 

Parent ‘Meet & Greet’ (CH & 
UP) 
6:30pm, Tuesday 7 February 

Parent ‘Meet & Greet’ (LP & 
MS) 
6:30pm, Thursday 9 February 

Children’s House - Working 
With Your Child 
3:30-4:30pm, Tuesday 21 
February 

Upper Primary Campout 
24-25 February, Fri - Sat 

Montessori Explained 
6:30-8:00pm, Tuesday 28 
February 

March 2017

Market Stalls 
3, 17, Fridays & 30, Thursday, 
3:00pm 

Lower Primary - Working With 
Your Child 
7:30am, Friday 3 March 

Clean Up Australia Day 
Activities 
Friday 3 March 

Poseidon - Working With Your 
Adolescent 
7:30am - Tuesday 7 March 

Upper Primary - Working With 
Your Child 
7:30am - Tuesday 14 March 

Poseidon Campout 
17 - 18 March, Fri - Sat 

Middle School Open Day 
9:00am - Tuesday 21 March

‘Education is the most powerful weapon which you 
can use to change the world.’    - Nelson Mandela

Brisbane Montessori School 
Learning for Life

Calendar



Staff Additions 
We welcome a number of staff to the teaching teams this year. 
Bianca Eaton is the Grevillea House Class Director.  After completing a Bachelor of Education 
(Early Childhood), she worked as a teacher in a Montessori Kindergarten, commencing a 
Graduate Diploma in Montessori Education. 
Karen Simpson is a Montessori Class Director in Dunnart.  She has many years of working in 
Montessori as a Montessori qualified and registered teacher in Queensland.  
Lotus has welcomed assistants Annie Grainger, Sebastian Smith and Lachlan Toft to the team. 

We also welcome Alison Adams as an Inclusion Support assistant.  Jasmine Rawson has 
moved to Children’s House as an Inclusion Support assistant as well. 

Whilst we adapt to these positive changes in our classes in an environment where much 
remains the same, we recognise that our ability to adapt is vital to the overall development of 
our children. Please help us to help our children by nurturing attitudes including: 

- a positive self-image 
- an ability to adapt 
- an ability to empathise and comprehend the feelings of others 
- a positive attitude to our environment and our school 
- respect for self, peers and adults, sensitive to the needs of others 
- an ability to think critically, considering and evaluating events constructively. 

Wishing all our families a year filled with the love and desire to learn. 

Yours for our children 

May Selkirk
Principal

Parent
Meet and Greet 
2017
Children’s House and Upper Primary
Tuesday, 7 February 6:30-8:00pm

Lower Primary and Middle School
Thursday, 9 February 6:30-8:00pm

Join us for a great opportunity to meet the parents and staff in the 
classroom that your children attend.  Hear about the plans for the year 
and understand the way the environments function.  
Complimentary childcare is available. Bookings for childcare are 
essential. 
Please use the attached booking form and return to the school office by 
Friday, 3 February.



Reminders

School Hours 
The importance of starting a three-hour work cycle on time ensures students get the best 
chance to a settled and productive morning.  
Middle School and lessons start at 8:45am hence Middle School students are expected to be 
in class by then, with the exception of Wednesday and Friday for gardening at 8:15am.   
Primary School classes opens doors at 8.40am, with the work period starting at 8.45am. 
Children’s House opens its door from 8.50-9.00am where staff are present to greet you and 
your child each day.  If you need to share any information concerning your child, there is a 
communication book at the sign-in table. 
Please inform the office via email or phone, if your child will be away.  To ensure students have 
a full 3 hour work period, please ensure they are on time. 

Dress Code 
Students are expected to dress neatly and modestly to school every day.   
For girls, short shorts must be worn with slacks or tights, no ripped or torn clothing, no mid-riff 
showing or inappropriate writing on t-shirts.   
All students are expected to have natural hair, neatly cut and tied up if long.  
Closed-in shoes, water bottles and broad rim hats are appropriate as we are a sun smart 
school.  

Playground Guidelines for After School 
As most children are leaving the school between 3:00 and 3:15pm, please remember that, for 
safety reasons, the playground is out of bounds until 3:15pm. 

Communication 
Parents can communicate with teachers via email or phone (before or after school) or you are 
welcome to book a meeting to discuss any matter. 

Parent Representative/Parent Involvement 
Parent volunteers are a valuable part of our community and there are many opportunities 
throughout the year for you to get involved. 
We appreciate any contribution our families make to the life of our classroom, from volunteering 
for school events, material making to sharing a special skill or interest with the children.  If you 
have some time you could spend and are interested in assisting the teachers and community, 
please contact your relevant class teacher via email if you feel that this may be something you 
would be interested in.

Blue Cards for Volunteers
We appreciate parent input and, if you think that at any time you might wish to assist with an 
event or activity where you will be dealing with the children, you will need a Blue Card.  This 
process takes 4 to 6 weeks and we would not like you to miss out so come along to the School 
office to fill in the necessary applications.

We would like to extend our sincerest condolences to 
the Cromwell family who have recently experienced the 
loss of their son & brother, Wyatt William Cromwell (age 
11), after an extended illness.  Wyatt was a student at 
the school and continued to be a part of our school 
community.  Our hearts and thoughts go out to them at 
this difficult time.



Geckoes Incursion 
On Tuesday January 31, the Children’s House classes enjoyed a visit from ‘Geckoes 
Wildlife’.  The children were able to interact with a variety of animals.  The presenter 
shared with us many interesting facts about animals such as frogs, snakes, lizards, 
marsupials, a tawny frogmouth and even a saltwater crocodile! We were able to gently 
touch and pat the animals so we could feel the different types of skin, scales and fur.  Many 
children were able to share their knowledge about different types of Australian animals and 
ask questions such as ‘Why is it that colour?’.  After the presentation, the children were 
buzzing about the animals they saw, giving us an opportunity to explore this interest at 
more length in the classrooms.

Recent Events

Education Outside the Classroom

On Friday, 3 March the school 
will be participating in a Brisbane 
Montessori Clean Up Day as part 

of Clean Up Australia Day.

Vacation Care - December and January 
The December - January Vacation Care period was very exciting 
for the children in OSHC as they have set up two long term 
projects in the form of using chainmail to make a selection of items 
from clothing to jewellery as well as making a scale replica of a 
tyrannosaurus rex out of cardboard.  Both of these projects will 
continue throughout the term. 
We didn’t let the hot weather stop us from having fun as during the 
holidays children in Daydream learnt how to construct and control 
a robot while the children in Kosciusko got an up-close 
demonstration on how it works and what kind of motions it can do. 
For our nature crafts day children in Kosciusko gathered natural 
items from around the school and combined them together to 
make a very interesting mobile. In Daydream the children focused 
on using recyclable materials to create models of houses.



Book Fair 
The first major event for the P&F this year will be the Book Fair on Thursday  
and Friday 23rd and 24th March (week 9, term 1).  This will feature the sale of  
new books from Scholastic and second-hand books donated by our school  
community.  Please start putting aside your preloved books, CDs and DVDs  
that you would like to donate.  We will start to collect these in week 7. 

Also, there will be a second hand kid’s clothes fair happening in Term 2 so please start saving any 
gently used clothes you would like to donate.

Save the Date

Activity Contact Venue Day Time

Tennis* Ace Tennis Australia 
3103-8672 
www.acetennisaustralia.com

School 
Hardcourt

Wednesday from  
7:30am

Multi Sports* for 
children 4 - 6 years

Young Sports 
3376-3388 
www.youngsports.com.au

School 
Hardcourt

Thursday 8:15 to 
8:45am 

Basketball* for 
children 7 - 12 
years

Young Sports 
3376-3388 
www.youngsports.com.au

School 
Hardcourt

Tuesday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Piano/Guitar* Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House 
Music Room

Individual lessons by 
appointment

Choir/Band Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House 
Music Room

Thursday 3:15 to 
4:00pm

Yoga*  
($10 per session)

Kajal Thaker 
0433-333-829

Nganbirra Hall Tuesday 8:00 to 
8:40am

Circus Workshops* Vulcana Kids (vulcana.org.au) 
Contact Jo on 3358 1888 

Nganbirra Hall Wednesday 3:15 to 
4:45pm

Extracurricular for Term 1, 2017

*Offered at parents own cost and/or subject to sufficient numbers

Expression of Interest!

Extracurricular French Lessons 
The school is considering offering additional French lessons as an extracurricular activity, subject to 
the level of interest from the school community.  The details of the offer are below. 

  Lessons provided by Alliance Française 
!   2 age groups: 4-6yo & 7-11yo 

⏱   8 sessions of 1h15 (10h in total) 

$ Only $240 ($24/hr) 

Please register your interest with Catherine in Admin by email: catherine.peart@bms.qld.edu.au or 
phone: 3327 0600

http://www.acetennisaustralia.com
http://www.youngsports.com.au
http://www.youngsports.com.au
mailto:music@bms.qld.edu.au
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