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Dear Parents, 
At times I reflect about how we encourage our students to  
dress appropriately in an environment that is not imposing a 
school uniform on the students. 

The Brisbane Montessori School is a vibrant community and 
we value the diversity of the families that make up our 
community. While diversity and our children’s uniqueness is 
reflected partly in our clothing, how do we balance our children 
choosing their own clothes with dressing appropriately for the 
school day?  How do we teach them about cleanliness, hygiene 
and personal grooming?  How do we prepare them for life and 
dressing appropriately for the occasion – the beach as 
compared to school, at sport, on camp or addressing a person 
at the museum – these may all require slightly different choices 
to be made.   

As we have no school uniform the children need to learn how to 
make responsible choices about how to dress themselves.  
They may need guidance and reassurance from parents, in 
deciding which clothes are suitable for the day’s weather, while 
remaining modest and sunsmart.  Children should be dressed 
neatly with shoulders and mid-riff covered, and leggings under 
short skirts or shorts.  Hats and sunscreen are essential, and 
closed in shoes are practical for outside play, especially when 
running or climbing the tree. 

We take a quiet delight in the younger child coming to school 
when we know he/she has chosen and dressed him/herself that 
morning, possibly because a shirt is inside out and the tags are 
showing.  Children are moving towards independence of the 
self.  As the child gets older, subtle dress codes are being 
learnt and practised by the children.  Montessori communities 
value the natural child and we like to see the children being 
able to express themselves whilst dressing in modest and 
practical ways for energetic play. 

Yours for our children 

May Selkirk
Principal
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Market Stalls 
3, 17, Fridays & 30, Thursday, 
3:00pm 

Lower Primary - Working With 
Your Child 
7:30am, Friday 3 March 

Clean Up Australia Day 
Activities 
Friday 3 March 

Poseidon - Working With Your 
Adolescent 
7:30am - Tuesday 7 March 

Welcome Café 
9:00am, 10 March 

Holi Celebration 
10 March 

Upper Primary - Working With 
Your Child 
7:30am - Tuesday 14 March 

Poseidon Campout 
17 - 18 March, Fri - Sat 

Middle School Open Day 
9:00am - Tuesday 21 March 

Children’s House 
Seasonal Celebration 
3:30 - 4:30pm, Tuesday 21 Mar 

Book Fair 
Thursday 23 Mar – Friday 24 Mar 

Parent Teacher Conferences 
Weeks 8, 9 & 10 

School Assembly 
ALL WELCOME 
1.30pm, Friday 31 Mar 

Final Day of Term 1 (except 
MITC) 
Friday 31 Mar 

Vacation Care 
3 – 13 April

‘We discovered that education is not something which 
the teacher does, but that it is a natural process which 

develops spontaneously in the human being.’     
- Maria Montessori

Brisbane Montessori School 
Learning for Life

Calendar



Announcements

Staff Changes 
We farewell two administration staff: Karen Hume has been with the school for 15 years and 
Sandy Horwood has been with us for four years. We wish them both well in this next stage 
and will enjoy the casual contact they will continue to have with the school. We are pleased 
to welcome the arrival of our new receptionist, Amanda Nicholls, who will be here full time 
from 20 March.  We also welcome Caroline Grimpen to a communications role.  Anna 
Jackson will be moving into an administrative role. 

Milena Richardson, a native French speaker, has commenced as our new French teacher 
across the Primary & Middle School.  Milena is also offering extracurricular lessons to all 
ages from 4 yrs old and up. 

P&F Donation Money 
We are happy to announce that last year 
$13,500 was raised by the P&F. We thank our 
families for participating in fundraising events 
throughout the year. 

The money was donated to the school in term 
four. Each year P&F funds are allocated and 
spent in different ways. Last year the money 
was split between the classrooms based on 
the number of children in each class. 
Teachers submitted their 'wish lists' and these 
are the materials that were purchased. 

Images of the materials in the classrooms can be found on the P&F Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/BMSParentsAndFriends/ 

Class Representatives Appointed 
Congratulations and many thanks to the newly appointed class representatives, who will 
assist in communicating between classrooms and parents. Please note that this position is 
not a sounding board for concerns or queries, but rather a communication channel for 
assisting with community and social events. 

Casuarina – Kate Blunt 
Grevillea – Shirona Davies 
Melaleuca – Michaela Ryan 
Tulipwood – Emma Aitchison 
Waratah –  Nina Anderson 
Dunnart – Holly Westaway 
Amanzi – Kate Blunt, Lisa Daintith & Julie Aus 
Moana – Lauren D’Arsie 
Yinduru – Sara Alfredson 

Lotus, Wondai and Poseidon are still seeking a link between the class, the P&F and the 
parent group. Can parents please consider this role? It can be as big or small a role as fits 
into your schedule.

https://www.facebook.com/BMSParentsAndFriends/
https://www.facebook.com/BMSParentsAndFriends/


Reminders

Student, Parent & Teacher Conferences 
Conferences are coming up in weeks 7, 8 and 9. Parents are asked to sign up for a meeting 
with your child’s class director either at the entrance to the classrooms near the sign-in sheets 
(for some of the Children’s House classes) or by the online link sent via email.  
Scooter Safety 
An increasing number of children are riding their scooters at school in the mornings.  It has 
been lovely to see so many children being active.  For safety reasons, children must store their 
scooters near the bike rack at 8:15am, when the wheels’ time officially ends each morning.  This 
makes it safer for parents and children using the red path.  There have also been children riding 
near the staff car park and the road in the afternoons.  Please remind children about safety 
regularly and that it is not safe to ride past the bubblers on their wheels, even if they have an 
adult with them.  

Children’s House Sign-In and Sign-Out sheets 
Please note that it is imperative that the sign-in sheets for Children’s House and OSHC are 
completed by parents. It is important to record the correct time as well. 

23 & 24 March, Thursday & Friday 
8:00am to 4:00pm, Nganbirra Hall

Book Fair This will feature the sale of new books from 
Scholastic and second-hand books donated 
by our school community. We welcome 
donations of preloved books, CDs and 
DVDs.  Preloved book donations will be 
collected at the Peace Plaza from 
Monday, 6 March.

Upcoming Events

‘Welcome To All Families’ Café Morning– 10 March 
We invite all parents to enjoy some coffee or tea and cake together at the ‘Welcome to All 
Families’ Café on Friday 10 March to welcome new parents to the school. We encourage 
parents who have been part of our community for some time to reach out to new families 
and make them feel welcome.

Middle School Open Day 
Tuesday 21 March, 2017 
9:00 - 10:00am 
Come and see how our students use practical work in 
beekeeping, gardening and raising chickens to apply 
their academic learning to become independent, 
responsible, problem-solving adults. 

Book now on 3327 0600



Parent Meet and Greet Evenings 
Two Parent Meet and Greet Evenings were held on 7 and 9 February 2017.  This was an 
opportunity for parents to meet other parents and staff in their child’s class and facilitate 
good communication.  Childcare was provided.  These events were well supported by 
parents and staff reported positively on these evenings. 

Montessori Explained 
It was a delight to welcome so many interested parents, new parents and new staff to the 
Montessori Explained evening. We shared stories and laughter as we got down to the task 
of learning about those first initial thoughts of what Montessori is. Whilst we covered so 
much on the evening about the philosophy and history of Montessori, the development of 
the child, and the offerings at Brisbane Montessori School, it was also recognised that this 
is one of the first steps in the Montessori journey. We look forward to hosting many more 
information sessions throughout the year and hope to see not just new families, but our 
existing families also.  

Cleanup Australia Day Activities 
The Primary and Middle School students gathered at Poseidon before scouring the 
grounds for litter and rocks.  This initiative was arranged by Pedro Duarte, Jude Anderson 
and Aden Scott from the Middle School.  We are pleased to see that there was not much 
litter to be collected but we did note that it is important not to drop small pieces of plastic 
and paper because it can affect the smaller animals around the school.  Our gardeners will 
also appreciate the removal of rocks from the grassy areas next time they mow. 

Children’s House Working with Your Child 
On Tuesday 21st February, the Children's House hosted a 'Working with your Child'. This 
afternoon was huge success, with many families participating across all classrooms. We 
hope our families left feeling excited and proud of what their children have been working on 
and accomplishing this term in their classroom environments.  It was great to see a range 
of works being chosen by the children, and to see how confident many of them were as 
they guided their families around their classrooms.

Recent Events



Education Outside the Classroom

OSHC 
We would like to acknowledge the new 
children who have come to join us in 
OSHC this year as they have settled in 
nicely and are getting used to the OSHC 
routine. 
With recent access to a computer in 
OSHC the children engaged in 2 main 
projects, the first of which was using the 
GoPro to film themselves on scooters 
and as they moved through the 
playground and were learning how to use 
that footage to make a short video. The 
second project was working with 
GarageBand to create different genres of 
music. 
Cubby construction is now more popular 
than ever as even the children from 
Kosciusko have banded together with the 
Daydream children to construct massive 
cubbies to house their work. 

Upper Primary - Cosmic Campout 
24 February 
The sky was clear and the stars were bright for the Upper Primary Cosmic Campout. The 
children pitched their tents on the oval.  They eagerly listened to stories about the 
constellations, the origin of the universe and how all living things are composed of the same 
elements that make up the stars. They played many games and enjoyed pasta and pikelets, 
which they made themselves. 

It was an inspirational night and the children have been compiling a cosmic calendar 
representing the history of the universe scaled down to a single year.  This campout is always 
such a highlight of our year. 

- Scott Cromwell, Naomi Whitehead and Lucy Reynolds
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