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Dear Parents, 

As the first half of the year comes to an end, the children have 
been busily finishing their work. Staff have been reflecting on the 
progress and the development of the children. Reports were 
distributed for all children over four and a half years. We hope you 
have enjoyed sharing it with them. Please share any reflections, 
queries or comments with your child’s class director.  

This semester my message to students has been around the 
grace and courtesies we extend to each other. Proper behaviour 
allows us to get along with each other at school, home and in 
other social circles. At school we create opportunities to learn how 
to respond appropriately when things have not gone smoothly. 
The opportunity to build cubbies or play soccer are such 
opportunities for learning. The renewed interest in playing in 
‘cubbies’, which the children build from branches that have fallen 
from trees on the school grounds, can sometimes result in 
conflicts when they play and we need to see this as an opportunity 
for learning how to deal with real-life situations later in life. 
 
In the past children made up their own cubby etiquette and put it 
successfully into practice. Reminding the children of these 
guidelines might help them resolve their conflicts. The cubby 
etiquette can be found under ‘Reminders’. 

Soccer is also a passionate game and staff value the importance 
of resolving differences between children as an opportunity to 
resolve differences in later life. If you see your child struggling with 
a challenge of whatever kind, view it as an opportunity for a life 
lesson. The more our children can resolve challenges peacefully 
and learn from them (with our guidance), the more resilient, 
independent and prepared they become for the future. 

We wish all our families a most enjoyable winter break with much 
time spent outside enjoying nature. We look forward to seeing 
everyone back in term 3. 

Yours for our children 

May Selkirk
Principal 

June 2017

Last Day of Term 2 – School 
Assembly 
Friday 23 June 

July 2017

Pupil-free Day 
Monday 10 July 

First Day of Term 3  
Tuesday 11 July 

Upper Primary Camp 
12–14 July 

Parent Information Event:  
Parentopoly (0–6)  
Thursday 20 July 
0–3: 3:15–4pm 
3–6: 6:30–8:00pm, 

Market Stall 
3pm, 21 July 

Pupil-free Day 
Friday 28 July 

August 2017

Children’s House Working With Your 
Child 
7:30–8:30am, Tuesday 1 August,  

Market Stalls 
Friday 4 & 18 August 

Lower Primary Working With Your 
Child 
7:30am, Tuesday 8 August 

Parent Information Evening (6–15): 
Targeting Anxiety and Building 
Resilience in Your Child 
6:30–8:00pm, Wednesday 9 August 

Children’s House Sports Day 
Thursday 10 August 

Primary Sports Day 
Friday 11 August 

Ekka Public Holiday 
Wednesday 16 August 

‘The environment must be rich in motives which lend interest to 

activity and invite the child to conduct his own experiences.’     
- Maria Montessori

Brisbane Montessori School 
Learning for Life

Calendar

http://www.dailymontessori.com/montessori-age-0-6-months/
http://www.dailymontessori.com/montessori-age-0-6-months/


Announcements

Staff Changes 
Ruchika Seth will be away on long service leave for term 3. Annie Moritz will be relieving in 
Poseidon. 

Sarah Haines will become Yinduru’s 9–12 class director, and Lucy Reynolds will move to 
the role of 6–9 class director in Dunnart alongside Karen Simpson. Both directors have very 
capably taught in these areas previously. This move will allow Sarah to work closely with 
Naomi Whitehead, class director of Amanzi, in the implementation of some action research 
in relation to Peace Education which they have been conducting together during the year. 

Montessori 0–3 Workshop:  
Supporting Freedom and Self-discipline 
This is a Montessori Australia Foundation workshop that aims to 
provide understanding and skills to encourage positive behaviour in 
young children. The workshop is scheduled for Saturday 19 August 
from 9:00am to 4:30pm at Building Futures Montessori at Wavell 
Heights. For bookings and to download the event brochure, visit:  
https://montessori.org.au/sites/default/files/downloads/products/
MAFWorkshop0-32017QLD.pdf

Reminders

Parking 
Please do not park in Mactier Street during school hours. This is a no standing zone because 
it is a narrow street and drivers might not see your child. 

Dogs 
Dogs are not to be brought onto the school grounds, whether on the lead or not. Children 
can be unpredictable when they encounter dogs and we do not want dogs to be blamed for 
any reaction. The school grounds are a place where the children need to feel secure and 
safe. 

Cubby etiquette (By Children) 
• No one is to take a branch from a cubby without 

asking people who built or used the cubby at play 
time. If you are not sure you have to keep asking 
until you find out who the main builders and 
regular users of that cubby are.  

• If a cubby is not used for four days it becomes an 
abandoned cubby. You may then take material 
from that cubby to improve your own or make that 
cubby your own.  

• Before school no one should play in the cubbies.  
• Children who stay after school with parents can 

respectfully use the cubby, and not change the 
cubby in any way unless it is their own. 

https://montessori.org.au/sites/default/files/downloads/products/MAFWorkshop0-32017QLD.pdf
https://montessori.org.au/sites/default/files/downloads/products/MAFWorkshop0-32017QLD.pdf


Recent Events

Montessori Whole School Refresher 
Four staff members participated in professional development on Friday 9 and Saturday 
10 June by attending the annual Montessori Whole School Refresher in Sydney. The theme 
was Inclusive Education and that Montessori is for everyone.  All age groups delved into this 
topic, with the 6–12 staff delving into that critical idea in Montessori – Freedom and 
Responsibility, with mistakes being a sign of developing responsibility.

Montessori Explained 
It was a delight to welcome many interested parents and staff to the Montessori Explained 
evening held on Wednesday 14 June. We shared thoughts about what Montessori is and 
covered much about the philosophy and history of Montessori, the development of the child, 
and the offerings at Brisbane Montessori School. We look forward to hosting more 
information sessions throughout the year and hope to see not just new families, but also our 
existing families. 

Lower and Upper Primary Working with 
Your Child 
Lower Primary and Upper Primary parents enjoyed working alongside 
their children and being involved in their learning. 

Children’s House Winter 
Celebration 
Children’s House children, parents and staff celebrated 
winter on the afternoon of Tuesday 20 June enjoying each 
other’s company while gathering for a picnic and winter-
themed craft activities.



Recent Events (cont.)

Year 5 Visits to the Middle School

Year 5 students visited Poseidon for an afternoon on Friday 16 June to experience the 
activities on offer in the Middle School. The students had lunch with the Poseidon students 
and then spent the afternoon rotating through four activities: Gardening/Cooking (highlight: 
harvesting and cooking jams or sauce), Art, Beekeeping (observing and/or wearing protective 
suits and harvesting honey) and Science (lab coats, safety glasses and working with science 
materials).

African Beat Incursion 
Primary and Middle School students had a great time 
drumming and learning about African culture on 
Wednesday 21 June in the hall.



Adventures in OSHC 
Soccer has become more popular, especially amongst the 
Upper Primary students, who are always ready to head to the 
soccer pitch for a game. They continue in the courtyard by 
trying to keep the ball off the ground with their feet and heads 
as well as practising scoring goals. 

The children have also been using the top playground a lot 
recently, creating their own sets of games to play. Cubby 
houses are still being actively worked on with a few OSHC 
children constantly building and rebuilding to make sure that 
they are perfect. 

Year 6 ‘Student for a Day in the Middle School’ 
Year 6 students attended the Middle School for a day to experience the day in the life of a 
Montessori adolescent. They discovered how the classroom works, what interesting things 
are on offer and what sets us apart from other schools. 

Education Outside the Classroom

Year 6 Visits to the Middle School



Jump Rope for Heart 2017

Middle 
School  
Jamie Oliver 
Cooking 
Classes,  
Ipswich Art 
Gallery Visit 
and Dance 
Classes

Education Outside the Classroom (cont.)



Activity Contact Venue Day Time

Tennis* Pro-Am Tennis 
Allan Say - 0408 766 882 
www.proamtennis.com.au

School 
Hardcourt

Monday from  
7:30am

Multi Sports* for 
children 4 - 6 years

Young Sports 
Derek - 3376-3388 
www.youngsports.com.au

School 
Hardcourt

Thursday 8:15 to 
8:45am 

French Club 
(Primary/Middle 
School)

Milena Richardson 
french@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House Tuesday 3:15 to 
4:00pm

French Club 
(Children’s House)

Milena Richardson 
french@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House Friday 8:00 to 
8:45am

Piano/Guitar* Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House 
Music Room

Individual lessons by 
appointment

Band Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House 
Music Room

Thursday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Yoga*  
($10 per session)

Kajal Thaker 
0433-333-829

Nganbirra Hall Tuesday 3:30 to 
4:10pm

Dance Therapy Jordane Bennett  
OCC Therapy 3378 9543 or 
admin@occtherapy.com.au

Nganbirra Hall Monday 3:30 to 
4:15pm 

Extracurricular for Term 3, 2017

Children’s House & primary school offerings 

Activity Contact Venue Day Time

Film & Media Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Studio8 Tuesday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Band Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House Thursday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Wearable Art Amalia Cummins 
studio8@bms.qld.edu.au

Studio8 Thursday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Extra Middle school offerings

If you have told a child a thousand times and he still does not 
understand, then it is not the child who is the slow learner. 

– Walter Barbie

http://www.proamtennis.com.au
http://www.youngsports.com.au
http://french@bms.qld.edu.au
http://french@bms.qld.edu.au
mailto:music@bms.qld.edu.au
mailto:music@bms.qld.edu.au
mailto:admin@occtherapy.com.au
mailto:music@bms.qld.edu.au
mailto:music@bms.qld.edu.au
mailto:studio8@bms.qld.edu.au


Message from the P&F

Book donations 
More than 60 ‘Wish List’ books were presented to classes at the Primary School Meeting 
on Tuesday 13 June. Many thanks to all of our generous families who donated these 
books at the Book Fair last term. Thanks also to Jane, our wonderful librarian, and her 
team of parent volunteers for their covering and processing work!  

Art Fest, Musical Evening and Maria Montessori Birthday 
Celebration 
These events will take place Friday 25 August. Each class will prepare one class art piece 
that will be sold by silent auction to raise funds for the school. Children can also choose to 
exhibit their individual art. The art will be on display in the hall from 12pm to 5pm, and 
thereafter the Musical Evening will take place with students of music performing. 

Further details will be advertised early in term 3. 

We would love to see you at our next committee meeting on Wednesday 12 July at 3:15pm in 
the staff room if you are able to help coordinate these events!  You are welcome to attend 
committee meetings and contribute as much or as little as you are able.  Any help is 
always welcome and appreciated.  

P&F AGM 
Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will take place on Monday 31 July at 1:30pm in the 
Elouera Parents' Room. The aim of the P&F is to foster community building and raise funds in 
the interest of the children. All parents of students at the school are members of the P&F 
Association. As a quorum of members is necessary for the meeting to proceed, your presence 
is important for its success. If you are interested in more actively supporting our children 
and our school community, please consider nominating yourself for a position on our 
committee. 

Trivia Night 
The P&F is organising their first Trivia Night on Saturday September 9! This will be an adults-
only event in the hall with BYO drinks and food. We will have coolers for drinks and are also 
hoping to organise food baskets that you will be able to pre-order. We are just starting with the 
organisation so if you would like to be involved in any way or have experience MC-ing this 
sort of event and would be interested in doing this, please contact us 
at parentsandfriends@bms.qld.edu.au. 
 
Second-hand Children’s Clothes Sale  
There has been interest in organising a Second-hand Children’s Clothes Sale at school. If you 
are interested in organising this, please contact us at parentsandfriends@bms.qld.edu.au. 

mailto:parentsandfriends@bms.qld.edu.au%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:parentsandfriends@bms.qld.edu.au%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:parentsandfriends@bms.qld.edu.au%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:parentsandfriends@bms.qld.edu.au%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Parent
Information 
Event
Better than Monopoly, it’s... 

Parentopoly! 
• Is it possible to give too much praise?
• How do I deal with a child who hurts other children?
• How to deal with not being invited to a birthday 
party?

• How best to say ‘no’ to my child?

To consider the answers to these questions and more, 
come and join other parents and Montessori 
educators as we play Parentopoly. In a supportive 
team atmosphere, we will explore some Montessori 
philosophies of parenting … and have some fun at the 
same time! 

Children’s House parents
Thursday 20 July 2017
6:30–8:00pm, Nganbirra Hall

Lotus House parents
Thursday 20 July 2017
3:15–4:00pm, Staff Room

Complimentary childcare for a limited number of 
children will be provided. Bookings for childcare are 
essential. Please use the booking form available at 
the office and return to the school office by 4:00pm 
Monday 17 July.
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