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Dear Parents, 

If we want our children to grow up being peaceful, concerned 
and open-minded, it is important to use our grace and 
courtesy lessons and our Montessori peace education 
programme to this end. In our daily interactions in the 
classroom, children cultivate the skills to become 
peacemakers, learning to reduce or resolve conflict. 

Parents and teachers play an important role in inspiring 
students and modelling peaceful behaviours. We need to: 

• look inwards and understand the importance of 
peaceful behaviour 

• commit to peaceful interactions 
• practise peace daily so our peaceful behaviour 

becomes habitual.  

We need to realise it is not enough to talk about peace, but 
that we must create an environment that will promote the 
development of peaceful individuals. 

Peace starts with the awareness of ourselves, then extends to 
our community, our society and ultimately to the rest of the 
world.   

This is the year of the Montessori World Congress and the 
theme is Pathway to Peace: Montessori Education for Social 
Change. Staff in the Primary and Middle School have focused 
on these ideas with the students this semester. A beautiful set 
of quotes by world leaders, including Mahatma Gandhi and 
Nelson Mandela, were shared by students at a recent school 
meeting. Three staff members are researching how our Peace 
Education programme aligns with the Australian National 
Curriculum to improve social participation and the emotional 
wellbeing of students.    

(continued over)

May 2017

Market Stall 
3pm, 26 May, Friday 

Journey and Discovery 
8am–12:30pm, Saturday 27 May 

Poseidon – Working With Your 
Adolescent 
7:30–9am, Tuesday 30 May 

Middle School Open Day 
9–10am and 5–6pm 
Wednesday 31 May 

June 2017

Jump Rope for Heart 
Thursday 8 June 

Montessori Explained 
6:30pm, Wednesday 14 June 

Children’s House Winter Celebration 
3:30–4:30pm, Tuesday 20 June 

Market Stall 
3pm, Thursday 22 June 

Last Day of Term 2 – School 
Assembly 
Friday 23 June 

July 2017

Pupil-free Day 
Monday 10 July 

First Day of Term 3  
Tuesday 11 July 

Lower Primary Campout 
Friday 14 July

‘Peace is what every human being is craving 
for, and it can be brought about by humanity 

through the child.’     
- Maria Montessori

Brisbane Montessori School 
Learning for Life

Calendar



Announcements

Staff Changes 
Debbie Saunderson-Warner has a teaching practicum placement from 22 May for three 
weeks (weeks 6, 7 and 8). Lotus children will be looked after by Rebecca Bridge, who is 
Montessori trained for this age group. 

Scott Cromwell is on long service leave from week 5 to week 10. Annie Moritz is relieving 
during this time in Moana House. 

AGM 
The 35th AGM was held on Tuesday 23 May at 7:30pm. The resolution was passed to 
change the Constitution so the total length of time a Director can serve on the Board before 
being required to retire has been increased from four to six years. 
  
Tania Walter retired from the Board after four years’ service. She was a driving force behind 
many projects, including the website upgrade. 
  
The 2017/2018 members of the Board are: Cris Arnold, Valerie Bares, Bronwyn Battersby, 
Edward Curl, Tony Hatherley, Catherine Kenna, Peter LeClercq and Charl Morkel. 

To help us create this peace-nurturing environment in our school, three class directors 
and I will participate in the 28th International Montessori Congress in Prague in July. The 
congress aims to demonstrate that Montessori is an educational approach which 
enables all human beings to become agents of positive social change, which in the long 
term can lead to a more harmonious and peaceful world. We look forward to bringing 
back practical tools to continue to strive to implement peace in our school environment.  

Yours for our children 

May Selkirk
Principal

Reminders

Middle School Open Day 
Wednesday 31 May 2017 
9:00–10:00am 
5:00–6:00pm 
Come and see how our students use practical work in 
beekeeping, gardening and raising chickens to apply 
their academic learning to become independent, 
responsible, problem-solving adults. Please book in for 
this at the office. 

Book now on 3327 0600.



Montessori Explained — Wednesday 14 June  
Understanding Montessori philosophy consolidates our reasoning as parents for following 
a Montessori method of teaching for our children. If you have not yet participated in such 
a parent information evening, or you would like to refresh your knowledge, please join us 
at 6:30pm. Please let the office know you will be attending. 

Parent Information Evening — Inclusive Education 
On Wednesday 3 May, our school hosted a parent information evening on ‘Inclusive 
Education’, presented by learning enhancement teacher, Beth Matthews. The key features of 
inclusion were discussed, bringing us to the conclusion that an ‘education for all’ approach, 
with a broader focus than disability, is an important aspect of inclusive education. Beth 
presented the history of both Montessori education and inclusive education in Queensland 
and Australia and shared her knowledge, expertise and experience.  
  
It was inspiring to reflect that our philosophy corresponds innately with the definition of 
inclusive education. Our main focus is for all children to learn for life, and to develop the skills 
they need to be happy and productive members of society. Beth went through the processes 
followed within our school to ensure we provide an inclusive environment. We are sure 
parents appreciated Beth sharing her wealth of knowledge and valued gaining an insight into 
what inclusive education looks like at our school, and to understand our strengths in this 
area.

NAPLAN
The children eligible to sit NAPLAN from years 3, 5, 7 and 9 have just completed three days 
of testing. While such testing situations are not what we would normally experience within a 
Montessori school, the children have embraced the uniqueness of the event. Although a little 
daunting at times, with some warm words of encouragement from the Principal and the class 
teachers, the children sat the Language Conventions, Writing, Reading and Numeracy tests 
with intense focus and perseverance. Regardless of the results to come, each child should 
be acknowledged for attempting this ‘out of the norm’ practical life experience. 

Journey & Discovery — Saturday 27 May  
‘Journey and Discovery’ gives parents a unique opportunity 
to experience what the children experience in a Montessori 
classroom. The morning will begin with a silent walk 
through the classrooms and, after light morning 
refreshments, you will have an opportunity to spend a 
three-hour work cycle in Dunnart House. This event is on 
Saturday 27 May from 8am to 12:30pm. Bookings are 
essential. We encourage you to attend this valuable parent 
information workshop. If you cannot attend this event, an 
alternative event is the ‘Journey Through the Curriculum’ 
on 9 November 2017. Attending one of these events is a 
requirement of your child’s enrolment process.

Reminders (cont.)

Recent Events



Recent Events (cont.)

Adventures in OSHC 
The children are still having fun with their scooters but an 
increasing number of children are becoming interested in soccer, 
playing it during school as well as after school. The children are 
also using construction materials such as Lego and Duplo to 
make an interesting array of colourful creations. 
Some children have also been working on an art project, 
designing and creating a costume as well as learning the 
different processes involved. Some of the other children helped 
promote the Bush Dance by scootering around the school 
making sure parents and children were aware of the event. 

Children’s House Working with Your Child 
On Wednesday 17 May, parents had a wonderful opportunity to work alongside their child 
and to be involved in their learning. 

Education Outside the Classroom



Bush Dance 2017



Activity Contact Venue Day Time

Tennis* Pro-Am Tennis 
Allan Say - 0408 766 882 
www.proamtennis.com.au

School 
Hardcourt

Monday from  
7:30am

Multi Sports* for 
children 4 - 6 years

Young Sports 
Derek - 3376-3388 
www.youngsports.com.au

School 
Hardcourt

Thursday 8:15 to 
8:45am 

French Club Milena Richardson 
french@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House Tuesday (P/MS) 

Thursday (CH)
3:15 to 
4:00pm

Piano/Guitar* Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House 
Music Room

Individual lessons by 
appointment

Choir/Band Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House 
Music Room

Thursday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Yoga*  
($10 per session)

Kajal Thaker 
0433-333-829

Nganbirra Hall Tuesday 3:30 to 
4:10pm

Circus Workshops* Vulcana Kids (vulcana.org.au) 
Contact Jo on 3358 1888 

Nganbirra Hall Wednesday 3:15 to 
4:45pm

Dance Therapy Jordane Bennett  
OCC Therapy 3378 9543 or 
admin@occtherapy.com.au

Nganbirra Hall Monday 3:30 to 
4:15pm 

Extracurricular for Term 2, 2017

*Offered at parents own cost and/or subject to sufficient numbers

Children’s House & primary school offerings 
Please note: There has been a change in time for the yoga classes. They will now be held 
on Tuesdays from 3:30pm to 4:10pm.

Activity Contact Venue Day Time

Film & Media Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Studio8 Tuesday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Choir/Band Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House Thursday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Wearable Art Amalia Cummins 
studio8@bms.qld.edu.au

Studio8 Thursday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Extra Middle school offerings

Peace cannot be kept by force; it can only be 
achieved by understanding. 

– Albert Einstein
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