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Dear Parents, 

I am delighted to announce to our school community that there 
will be no school fee increase for parents in 2018. We have 
carefully considered the school’s position and the budget for 
2018. We had an opportunity to reflect that our school is in a 
good position and we are thankful for this and are very pleased 
to pass this on to our families.  

We are truly fortunate to enjoy beautiful school grounds, where 
the children can play close to and in unity with nature. They are 
free (within safe limits) to climb trees and get dirty in the mud 
pit. The classrooms are uncluttered and the children learn 
using precise, high-quality materials. The children are 
respected as individuals, are free to pursue their interests, but 
are guided through all areas of the curriculum to ensure they 
receive a balanced education. The teachers are Montessori-
trained, have a wealth of experience and are dedicated to the 
wellbeing of the children. 

When watching some boys making music during playtime 
recently, I noticed their enthusiasm and confidence. They were 
in their element — they showed they had found a real love of 
learning and were pursuing their interest. This is an 
environment that builds the child up, a place where the child 
feels comfortable and supported within a caring community. 

We are continuing to receive more applications for enrolments 
than places we can offer, particularly in our Children’s House. 
To accommodate this development, the school will allow 
Waratah to grow with the addition of a staff member. Student–
teacher ratios will remain in line with the national ratios and a 
quality educational offering will always be of highest 
importance. 

Thank you for your recent input in the school survey. Parents’ 
views on the direction of the school are important and your 
input will continue to guide the school staff and Board. 
Insightful and constructive feedback is always appreciated as it 
provides positive direction for the school’s future. 

(continued over)

September 2017

Last Day of Term 3, Children’s Only 
Assembly 
Friday 15 September 

October 2017

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Monday 2 October 

Pupil-free Day 
Tuesday 3 October 

First Day of Term 4 
Wednesday 4 October 

Children’s House Science Incursion 
Tuesday 10 October 

Arbor Day 
Tuesday 10 October 

Parent Information Evening:  
Where to from the Middle School? 
Wednesday 11 October, 6:30–8:30pm 

Market Stalls 
Fridays 13 & 27 October 

School Photos 
Thursday 19 October 

Children’s House Working With Your 
Child 
Tuesday 24 October, 3:30–4:30pm 

November 2017

Community ‘Thank You’ Morning Tea 
Thursday 2 November 

Market Stalls 
Fridays 10 & 24 November 

Lower Primary Working With Your 
Child 
Tuesday 7 November 

Parent Information Evening: Journey 
through the Curriculum 
Thursday 9 November, 6:30pm

‘The immense influence that education can exert through 
children has the environment for its instrument, for the child 

absorbs his environment, takes everything from it, and 
incarnates it in himself.’ – Maria Montessori

Brisbane Montessori School 
Learning for Life

Calendar



Announcements

Staff Changes 
Scott Cromwell will be away on long service leave for the first five weeks of term 4. Once 
again, Annie Moritz (annie.moritz@bms.qld.edu.au) will relieve in Moana during his 
absence.  
Ruchika Seth will be back in Poseidon in term 4.

School Photos 
School photos will take place on Thursday 19 October this year. Forms will be handed out 
to the children early in term 4. Please encourage your children to wear plain clothes with no 
obvious branding or pictures on the front of their shirts. Ensure all children are neat and tidy 
on the day, including hair.

As this term comes to an end and term 4 approaches, we may be hearing of some children 
leaving the school to start their next school year elsewhere. Reasons vary, but sometimes 
parents might just think that one aspect is better elsewhere without considering the effect of 
a school on the whole child. I invite you to reflect on why our children are here and what we 
value in a school. 

Yours for our children 

May Selkirk
Principal

Library  
Request for Volunteers 
We are looking for parent volunteers to open and supervise the library on Thursdays 
between 11:45am and 12:15pm (playtime). All volunteers must have a current WWYC Blue 
Card or apply for one. If you are interested in volunteering please email Jane Walker: 
jane.walker@bms.qld.edu.au. 

Request to Return Books 
We request that families have a search at home for library books. Some books have been 
on extended leave from the library and need to be returned. All BMS library books are 
clearly marked with the school’s details on the front and back of the book.

Nesting Curlews
With the arrival of spring we need to be aware of nesting birds on 
the school grounds. Bush stone-curlews breed throughout spring and 
summer. If breeding is successful, the bush stone-curlew will create a 
nest on the ground in a scrape or small bare patch, laying up to two 
eggs around August to October and another two eggs around 
November to January. The eggs are incubated for 30 days, a job which is shared by both 
parents. Most years we have had nesting bush stone-curlews in the Children’s House 
playground. We ask that parents explain to their children that the birds need to be left alone 
so that the eggs are safe and chicks can hatch.
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Message from the Board

School Fees Announcement for 2018 
Fundamental to delivering an excellent Montessori educational experience is maintaining a 
sustainable platform from which to grow. Much work goes on to ensure we maintain a 
financially viable school while providing a beautiful and well resourced ‘Prepared 
Environment’ for our children. 
  
Part of setting the 2018 budget is to review the tuition fees. The Board of Directors 
considered factors like the enrolment numbers, the current financial climate, the current 
operational costs for our school, including educator salaries, as well as plans for improved 
facilities and growth. 
  
The school is pleased to announce that tuition fees will not increase for 2018. We are also 
pleased to announce that we have reviewed the OSHC fees and parents will note a 
decrease in the cost of for some of the services. Please refer to the attached Financial 
Responsibilities 2018 document for further details. 

Wednesday, 11 October 2017
6:30-8:30pm

Where to from the Middle School?

Brisbane Montessori School Parent & Student Information Evening

Topics To Be Discussed: 

• Why Montessori is important for Year 7 and beyond 

• The importance of a holistic education for young people in 
this age group 

• Middle School history & growth plus future expansion & new 
programmes 

• Testimonials from alumni & parents 

• Where to after the Middle School?  
We are pleased to welcome educators from different institutions 
to provide a range of options for students after they leave our 
Middle School: 

✦ School of Distance Education 
✦ Australian Industry Trade College 
✦ Queensland Academies, Creative Industries  
✦ Hubbards School 
✦ Queensland Academies, Science, Maths & Technology 
✦ Indooroopilly State High School

3327 0600 or 
enquiries@bms.qld.edu.au 

 Nganbirra Hall 

Complimentary childcare 
for younger children not 
attending will be provided. 
Bookings for childcare are 
essential. Please use the 
booking form available at 
the office and return to the 
school office by 4:00pm 
Friday 6 October.

Bookings

Venue

Childcare
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Reminders

Car Park and Safety 
Please use the main car park for the safety of all. If the car park is full 
please park on the river-side of Keyzor Street. Please do not park in 
Mactier Street during school hours. This is a no standing zone 
because it is a narrow street and drivers might not see your child. 
Please remember to keep to the speed limit of 10km/h on the school 
grounds for the safety of the children.

Maria Montessori Birthday Celebration, Art Fest and 
Musical Evening 
Children, their families and staff delighted in a variety of cultural 
events held on 25 August. The day started with activities in the 
Children’s House, including children’s yoga, ribbon dancing, 
singing and music, crane mobile origami making, finger painting, 
windmill making, beading and peace sculpture making.  

At midday, a whole-of-school assembly was held to celebrate 
Maria Montessori’s birthday and reflect on her hope for peace 
through children. The wearable art that some Primary and Middle 
School children made in workshops with Amalia Cummins was 
explained and displayed. Emma Aitchison then 
stunned the audience with her acrobatic skills 
during her aerial silk tissu performance (which 
she repeated later in the day for those not able 
to attend during the assembly). The assembly 
concluded with the classes bringing canvases 
of their children’s handprints on them, which 
were then mounted on the wall and together 
created the image of a large peace dove. 

In the afternoon, the Primary and Middle 
School children enjoyed creating eye-catching 
artworks, including rock mandalas, chalk 

mandalas, tree dot art, canvas tree art, 
handprint cutouts (henna designs) and 
turtle cutouts (dot paintings).  

Thank you to all volunteers, who made 
this time so special for the children, and 
the P&F, who worked alongside staff to 
make the event possible.

Art Fest 2017



Art Fest 2017 (cont.)



Art Fest 2017 (cont.)

Musical Evening 
The Musical Evening was a wonderful opportunity for children 
who learn a musical instrument to experience performing in 
front of an audience. We were entertained by children from a 
wide range of ages and skills playing a variety of instruments 
including piano, ukulele, guitar and drums. There was also solo 
singing and a violin virtuoso accompanied by an older brother, 
who was a past student of the school. Congratulations to all the 
children who participated. 



Education Outside the Classroom

!

The annual Brisbane Montessori School Parents and Friends Mango 
Fundraising drive has begun. Each mango tray weighs about 7kg and 
contains between 12 and 20 mangoes. The mangoes are grown on one 
farm with minimal chemical intervention and are sold directly to schools.  
Mangoes will be delivered to school in the last few weeks of term with the 
delivery date dependent on when they ripen. 

See attached form for details.

Vulcana Circus Classes 
For those children (and parents) who were inspired by Emma’s aerial silk tissu and lyra 
performance during the Art Fest, circus classes will start again next term in Nganbirra Hall 
on Wednesdays after school. Stuart Richardson and DellaCorda Specialist Services kindly 
donated the permanent rigging in the hall for the children to try these aerial tricks. 

Lessons include: 
• a combination of juggling, acro-balance, tumbling, aerials: trapeze, tissu and tear 

drop and lyra 
• performance skills, hula hooping, group skipping and general coordination skills 

Please sign up at the following links if you are interested. There is an option to book a trial 
class. The classes will only go ahead if there are at least 12 participants.  
weteach.me/2t1d0wk

Extracurricular for Term 4, 2017

Adventures in OSHC 
This term there has been a greater focus of working on cubby houses, not 
through building them with sticks, but finding natural, existing cubbies — 
or ‘light’ cubbies as some children have been referring to them — and 
using them instead. Most of the boys have been working on practising 
tricks on their scooters along with rip sticks and skateboards. 

As we approach the end of this term we 
would like to remind parents that we will be 
open during the September and October 
Vacation Care Period, with our first day 
being Monday 18 September and last day 
being Tuesday 3 October. We wish 
everyone a happy and relaxing break.
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Activity Contact Venue Day Time

Tennis* Pro-Am Tennis 
Allan Say - 0408 766 882 
www.proamtennis.com.au

School 
Hardcourt

Monday from  
7:30am

Multi Sports* for 
children 4 - 6 years

Young Sports 
Derek – 3376 3388 
www.youngsports.com.au

School 
Hardcourt

Thursday 8:15 to 
8:45am 

French Club  
(Primary/Middle 
School)

Milena Richardson 
french@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House Tuesday 3:15 to 
4:00pm

French Club 
(Children’s House)

Milena Richardson 
french@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House Friday 8:00 to 
8:45am

Piano/Guitar* Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House 
Music Room

Individual lessons by 
appointment

Band Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House 
Music Room

Thursday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Yoga*  
($10 per session)

Kajal Thaker 
0433-333-829

Nganbirra Hall Tuesday 3:30 to 
4:10pm

Dance Therapy  
 – Boys’ Hip Hop

Jordane Bennett  
OCC Therapy 3378 9543 or 
admin@occtherapy.com.au

Nganbirra Hall Monday 3:30 to 
4:15pm 

Dance Therapy – 
Girls’ Contemporary

Jordane Bennett  
OCC Therapy 3378 9543 or 
admin@occtherapy.com.au

Nganbirra Hall Monday 4:15 to 
5:00pm 

Vulcana Kids’ 
Circus

Emma Aitchison – 3358 1888 
workshops@vulcana.org.au

Nganbirra Hall Wednesday 3:15 to 
4:45pm

Extracurricular for Term 4, 2017

Children’s House & primary school offerings 

Activity Contact Venue Day Time

Film & Media Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Studio8 Tuesday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Band Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House Thursday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Cardboard 
Construction – 
creating life-sized 
cardboard 
characters, robots 
and props

Amalia Cummins 
studio8@bms.qld.edu.au

Studio8 Wednesday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Extra Middle school offerings

*Offered at parents own cost and/or subject to sufficient numbers
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