
Pathways  .
December 2017Term 4

Dear Parents, 

Brisbane Montessori School strives to introduce students to a 
variety of celebrations throughout the year including at our Maria 
Montessori birthday celebrations, Holi, Diwali and other events 
that students in classes bring from home.  

By learning about other cultures, we learn to appreciate the 
diversity of the world.  

As a school that promotes peace, tolerance and acceptance of all 
cultures, it is also natural to learn about, discuss, celebrate and 
acknowledge our Australian public holidays.  

This is the season when many across the world will prepare for 
Christmas, an important holiday in the Australian calendar and an 
important celebration for the Christian faith.  

Brisbane Montessori School is a non-denominational Montessori 
school which acknowledges our diverse cultural community. It is 
customary for our school to sing a variety of songs, including 
inspirational and Christmas songs, recite poetry or dance at our 
assemblies. 

By participating in these events students embrace understanding 
differences and similarities rather than having to believe or follow 
what is shared, or remaining ignorant. As a school we 
acknowledge and understand a variety of relevant celebrations as 
this binds us together as a community.   

As we enter the Christmas holidays across Australia, let us all 
demonstrate tolerance, peace and goodwill towards others. 

I wish all our families peaceful and restful holidays. 

Yours for our children 

May Selkirk
Principal

December 2017

Last Day of Term 4  
Thursday 7 December 

End-of-year Assembly 
Thursday 7 December, 9:15am 

Vacation Care and MITC Lotus remain 
open 
8–15 December 

January 2018

First Day of Term 1 
Monday 22 January 

Lower Primary Swimming 
Starts Tuesday 30 January, 
afternoon 

“Education is what remains after one has forgotten what one 
has learned in school.”– Albert Einstein

Brisbane Montessori School 
Learning for Life

Calendar



Announcements

Staff Changes 
Irene Maluda will be retiring at the end of term 1, 2018 after undertaking a part-time 
mentor role in 2018.  

The early childhood teachers appointed in Waratah are Laura Rinaldi (in Acacia) and 
Carolyn Saunders (in Waratah).  

Alex McConnell has been appointed as a PE / Outdoor Education / Design Technology 
and Duke of Edinburgh provider one day a fortnight for Middle School. 

Reports, Focus Magazine and School Photographs 
Reports were sent out on 4 and 5 December. School photographs were sent out on 6 
December along with the Focus magazines via the eldest child. The magazine is a 
snapshot of the life of the school, students and staff throughout the year. The front cover 
celebrates the child and their position in the universe while the internal cover 
acknowledges the building of the Gumnut and Banksia and Melaleuca and Tulipwood 
decks.  

If you were not at the school to receive these please collect them from the office before 
15 December or after 15 January. 

Classroom Development for 2018 
The school is responding to the increased need for our Children’s House programme 
and a larger number of transitions from Children’s House to Lower Primary over the 
coming year. 

We are looking forward to the addition of the new classes ‘Bilby’ in Lower Primary and 
‘Acacia’ in Children’s House in the new year.  

By returning the current Waratah space back into its original format, it is in line with the 
other Children’s House classes and allows the school to offer a Montessori education to 
the number of planned intended students. 

The buildings currently occupied by Dunnart and Wondai Houses originally housed two 
classrooms with 24 to 28 students in each. For the past few years Dunnart and Wondai 
have each occupied a single large environment. As enrolments are anticipated to 
increase this large environment will become unwieldy and loud, so we will revert the 
classes to their original sizes. 

As 2018 progresses, we anticipate that Dunnart and Bilby houses will grow or decrease 
as children transition in and out of the classroom throughout the year. 

Montessori material costs to upgrade the Waratah/Acacia rooms is $23,690 and the 
Dunnart/Bilby upgrade is $16,340. We aim to ensure that the students will benefit from 
the changed rooms with enhanced materials and opportunities. 

Staff have spent a great deal of time considering the student, gender, age and staff 
member mix to ensure the best learning environment for all the students. Please trust 
this process, as well as your child's resilience and ability to be independent, as we as 
Montessori educators have strived to encourage. 



Announcements (cont.)

Acknowledgements

The Spirit of Giving 
Across the school classes decided on a worthy cause to contribute to during the 
season of giving. The Children’s House collected new goods for families in need 
(Gifts of Hope) to be distributed by the Salvation Army, while the Primary and 
Middle School focus was the following: 

• Dunnart donated animal food and toys to the RSPCA 

• Wondai created Christmas cards for Sinnamon Village Aged Care 

• Amanzi donated 20 children’s books to the Kmart Wishing Tree Appeal 

• Moana contributed $130 to Hummingbird House Children’s Hospice 

• Yinduru surpassed their goal and contributed $250 to the Salvation Army’s 
1000 Meals for Christmas (25 meals) 

• Poseidon contributed $420 to Lotus Outreach Australia – educating girls in 
Cambodia 

• Staff collected for Oxfam in lieu of Kris Kringle gifts this year 

Our Thanks 
We would like to acknowledge the contributions all our school 
community has made to make this a very enjoyable year. 

We thank: 
• the members of the Board for their strategic vision and sharing 

of their skills with our school 
• the staff, who share their passion and commitment  
• the P&F, who hosted the Book Fair, the Bush Dance and Friday 

Café for us all to enjoy and supported our sports days and Art 
Fest, putting our children and school community at the top of 
their agenda 

• the class reps, who communicate between families and classes 
• our supportive families 
• the volunteers, who have shared their knowledge, skills or 

passions with the children 
• our children, for their love of learning.



Children’s House Summer Celebration 
On Tuesday 28 November many families spent a peaceful and relaxed afternoon enjoying 
the outdoors. The children participated in making Christmas decorations, while others were 
happy to play and spend time with their families. 
Thank you to all those families who contributed this year to the Salvation Army ‘Gifts of 
Hope’. All the contributions will certainly go some way to creating a happier Christmas for 
those in need.

Recent Events

Montessori Explained 
It was a delight for staff to welcome many interested parents to the Montessori 
Explained evening held on Wednesday 29 November. Twenty-nine parents 
attended, with six staff on duty and childcare for eight students available. We shared 
thoughts about what Montessori is and covered much about the philosophy and 
history of Montessori, the development of the child, and the offerings at our school.  

If you have not attended one of these sessions recently we encourage you to spend 
some time in the holidays refreshing your knowledge of Montessori education, 
perhaps through books such as Montessori Madness (T. Eissler) or Montessori: A 
Modern Approach (P.P. Lillard) or through the internet. The Montessori Australia 
Foundation (https://montessori.org.au) has some useful information for parents. We 
also recommend reviewing the responsibilities outlined in the school handbook 
‘Working Together’.



Recent Events (cont.)

Middle School Creative Expression Evening 
The Middle School students hosted a Creative Expression Evening for their parents on 
Tuesday 28 November, displaying aspects of their curriculum in dance, debate, speech 
and song. 

Two Year 10 students, 
Madeline Cross-Parkin and 
Samuel Hamilton were 
acknowledged for completing 
the Middle School programme.

Graduates 
We acknowledge our Year 6 graduates, who have completed the Primary School 
Montessori programme: 
Heidi Morkel, Oliver Blunt, Cecilia Hill, Freddy Single-Haworth, Jade Carter, David 
Good, Isabella Pocknee, Joshua Penrose, Hannah Owens, Samira Bowen, Kaden 
Ferris, AK Kho, Archie Peart, Annie Dossa, Hayden Entriken, Maya Kovarski, Bella 
Maradiegue, and Brianna Murray.



Recent Events (cont.)

End-of-year Assembly



Recent Events (cont.)

Adventures in OSHC 
The children are continuing their adventures in the mud pit, digging 
out islands, creating rivers as well as dams and mines. There has 
also been an interest in using the gym equipment near Yinduru as 
some OSHC children are gymnastically inclined. Basketball is also 
gaining traction, with children playing in the afternoons on the hard 
court. 

We would like to remind parents that we will be open during the 
December 2017 to January 2018 Vacation Care period. We are open 
from Friday 8 December until Friday 15 December, then open again 
from Monday 8 January. We wish everyone a happy and relaxing 
break.

Education Outside the Classroom

Mangoes 
The children had a great time using 
mangoes from the Mango Fundraiser 
creatively in their classrooms. They 
made mango smoothies, mango flan, 
mango chutney, mango sorbet and some 
Melaleuca children even generously 
shared a mango cheesecake with the 
office staff.



Activity Contact Venue Day Time

Tennis* Pro-Am Tennis 
Allan Say - 0408 766 882 
www.proamtennis.com.au

School 
Hardcourt

Monday from  
7:30am

Multi Sports* for 
children 4 - 6 years

Young Sports 
Derek – 3376 3388 
www.youngsports.com.au

School 
Hardcourt

Thursday 8:15 to 
8:45am 

French Club 
(Primary/Middle 
School)

Milena Richardson 
french@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House Tuesday 3:15 to 
4:00pm

French Club 
(Children’s House)

Milena Richardson 
french@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House Friday 8:00 to 
8:45am

Piano/Guitar* Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House 
Music Room

Individual lessons by 
appointment

Band Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House 
Music Room

Thursday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Yoga* 
($10 per session)

Kajal Thaker 
0433-333-829

Nganbirra Hall Wednesday 3:30 to 
4:10pm

Dance Therapy* 
 – Boys’ Hip Hop

Shannon Lovell  
OCC Therapy 3378 9543 or 
admin@occtherapy.com.au

Nganbirra Hall Monday 3:30 to 
4:15pm 

Dance Therapy* – 
Girls’ Contemporary

Shannon Lovell 
OCC Therapy 3378 9543 or 
admin@occtherapy.com.au

Nganbirra Hall Monday 4:15 to 
5:00pm 

Extracurricular for Term 1, 2018

Children’s House & primary school offerings

Activity Contact Venue Day Time

Film & Media Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Studio8 Tuesday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Band Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon 
House

Thursday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Narratives through 
Art: Telling stories 
through drawings 
and paints (for 
Year 6 and Middle 
School students, 12 
spaces available)

Amalia Cummins 
studio8@bms.qld.edu.au

Studio8 Wednesday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards Scheme 
(for children 11.5 
years and older)

Alex McConnell 
learningsupport@bms.qld.edu.au

Studio8 Monday 
fortnightly - 
dates to be 
confirmed

3:15 to 
4:15pm

Extra Middle school offerings

*Offered at parents’ own cost and/or subject to sufficient numbers


