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Dear Parents, 

During the holidays numerous upgrades and some larger projects 
were carried out around the school. All playground equipment was 
cleaned, as commented on in the parent survey. Several 
buildings, including Dunnart and Wondai, have received a new 
coat of paint and the ramp at Moana has been replaced. 

We are thrilled to announce that we now have solar panels on the 
roof of the hall and are excited that new facilities will improve the 
infrastructure of the school in an environmentally friendly way. 

Dunnart and Wondai are also enjoying the use of new, age-
appropriate kitchen cabinetry, designed for the children’s average 
height. Four basins and a designated wet area have been 
installed in each classroom. These will be practical for cooking, art 
and science activities. 

We are delighted to have Karen Dolphin join the Waratah staff this 
term. She has an International Diploma in Montessori Pedagogy 
from MCI (Montessori Centre International), UK in 2007. This is 
equivalent to the ACECQA approved Diploma level Education and 
Care qualification. We wish her all success in working alongside 
Irene, Beate and Theshnee. 

Our ‘Middle School and Beyond’ evening was very well attended 
on Wednesday 11 October. We believe this evening provided an 
overview for parents to explore further options for when their child 
moves from the school. We thank all the staff and participants 
who were involved. 

Just an acknowledgement to the whole staff and community for 
creating a very stable school. In particular, the sound financial 
position of the school has allowed for no school fee increase in 
2018 – something very rare in private schooling. We are so 
pleased to pass this on to parents. 

Yours for our children 

May Selkirk
Principal

October 2017

Market Stalls 
Fridays 13 & 27 October 

School Photos 
Thursday 19 October 

Children’s House Working With Your 
Child 
Tuesday 24 October, 3:30–4:30pm 

November 2017

Community ‘Thank You’ Morning Tea 
Thursday 2 November, 10:00–11:30am 

Market Stalls 
Fridays 10 & 24 November 

Lower Primary Working With Your 
Child 
Tuesday 7 November, 7:30am 

Parent Information Evening: Journey 
Through The Curriculum 
Thursday 9 November, 6:30pm 

Poseidon Working With Your 
Adolescent 
Tuesday 14 November, 7:30am 

Upper Primary Working With Your 
Child 
Tuesday 21 November, 7:30am 

Children’s House Summer 
Celebration 
Tuesday 28 November, 3:30–4:30pm 

Montessori Explained 
Wednesday 29 November 

December 2017

Poseidon Creative Expression 
Evening 
Tuesday 5 December 

Market Stalls 
Wednesday 6 December 

Last Day of Term 4  
Thursday 7 December 

End-of-year Assembly 
Thursday 7 December, 1:30pm

‘Man himself must become the centre of education and we 
must never forget that man does not develop only at the 

university, but begins his mental growth at birth.’  
– Maria Montessori

Brisbane Montessori School 
Learning for Life

Calendar



Announcements

School Photos 
School photos for enrolled children from the age of three  
will be taken on Thursday 19 October. Order envelopes 
were handed out to children last week – please retrieve 
these from your children if they have not given them to you 
yet. The payment options are given on the photo form and 
all payments are made directly to the photographers. 

Sibling photos will be available for all children who are enrolled at the school, aged 
from 3 years. These photos will be taken on photo day during two time slots: 8:30am 
to 9:00am and 11:45am to 12:15pm. If you would like to order these photos, you 
will need to supervise your children and bring them to the photographers at one 
of these times.  Family photo order forms are available for collection from the school 
office. As younger children can find this format stressful, we do not offer photos to our 
younger children. 

If your child has misplaced their photo form, there are spare photo order envelopes 
available for collection from the school office. 

On photo day, please ensure that your child comes to school on time and is dressed 
neatly, with no logos on their t-shirts and tidy hair. An additional shirt may be 
necessary for younger children so please pack an extra one just in case. 

We run to quite a tight schedule, so if your child is late there is a chance that they will 
not be in the group photo with the rest of the class. 

All queries regarding payments and orders should be made directly to the 
photographers. Please bring your photo order form to the office either on or before 
photo day.

image courtesy of MSP Photography

Thank You 
Morning Tea

All parents invited. Let us acknowledge 
you on the day for your contributions to 
the Brisbane Montessori Community. 

Thursday, 2 November  
10:00-11:30am 

Nganbirra Hall Verandah



Safety at Pick-up Time 
The congestion at the Peace Plaza between 3:00 and 3:15pm has 
caused the school to reflect on the safety of the children.  

Students 
• All students need to remain at the Peace Plaza and amphitheatre 

from 3:00 to 3:15pm unless during this time they are picked up 
by their parents/caregivers or they are going to OSHC or 
extracurricular activities.  

• Any children for whom alternative arrangements have been 
made may follow those arrangements. 

• All students enrolled in extracurricular activities must go to the 
appropriate venue at 3pm. 

• All students enrolled in OSHC must go there at 3pm. 
• Any students remaining at 3:15pm who have not been picked up are taken to OSHC. 

Parents 
• Please collect your child between 3:00 and 3:15pm. If you have not arrived by 3:15 your 

child will be taken to OSHC. There will be one teacher from the Primary/Middle School 
on afternoon pick-up duty from 3:00 to 3:15pm. 

• If you know your child will need to go to OSHC please book them in beforehand. 
• If you intend to stay for a play, please move to the Green (in front of the hall) until 

the bell rings. Allow the pathway, including the Peace Plaza and the amphitheatre, to 
remain free so that people can walk to the carpark and staff on duty can make sure all 
children are safely accounted for. 

• Children and parents are not to go past the bubblers on the red path, ride on 
scooters, climb trees or play in the big playground, fields or on the hard court 
until 3:15pm.  

• We encourage you to make your way home at 4pm as children have had a long day at 
school and more accidents tend to happen when they are tired and hungry. 

Reminders

Library  
Request for Volunteers 
We are still looking for parent volunteers to open and supervise the library on Thursdays 
between 11:45am and 12:15pm (playtime). This is a rewarding task that children will greatly 
appreciate. You will be fulfilling your volunteering commitment to the school and contributing 
towards improving the children’s literacy. All volunteers must have a current WWYC Blue 
Card or apply for one through the office. If you are interested in volunteering please email 
Jane Walker: jane.walker@bms.qld.edu.au.

Sun Safety and Appropriate Dress 
With the sun now becoming more intense, please ensure that children are wearing 
appropriate sunsmart clothing with neck and shoulders covered. Wide-brimmed hats are the 
most suitable in our climate, and please remind the children that sunscreen is always 
available in the classroom. Please note that Montessori communities value the natural child 
and we like to see the children presented in modest, neat and practical ways for energetic 
play. Girls must wear leggings under short shorts. Closed-in shoes are practical for outside 
play.



Recent Events

Facebook Pages 
For interesting information on Montessori, we encourage 
you to follow our Facebook page  
(https://www.facebook.com/BrisbaneMontessoriSchool)  
and the MAF Facebook page  
(https://www.facebook.com/montessoriaustralia). 

Parent Information Evening: 
Middle School and Beyond 

On Wednesday 11 October, Brisbane Montessori 
School hosted the information evening ‘Middle School 
and Beyond’. It was an informative night that we hope 
has supported our parent community in making 
decisions about their child's schooling into the middle 
years.  

Several representatives from educational 
institutions gave information about senior schooling 
options and the pathways they provide for tertiary 
studies, future careers and life skills. The educational 
institutions that were represented included the 
Brisbane School of Distance Education, Queensland 
Academies, Hubbard's School, Indooroopilly State 
High School and the Australian Industry Trade 
College. We also had the opportunity to hear from 
other stakeholders such as current BMS year 10 
students, alumni and parents. After the presentation, 
families were given the opportunity to ask questions. 

Key messages included: 
• Adolescence is a vulnerable time for students. 
• The importance of a nurturing environment cannot be overemphasised, especially in 

early adolescence. 
• Our Middle School offers a programme to meet our students’ needs. 
• A number of alternative senior secondary schooling options were able to share their 

offering. 
• Students and parents of our school reflected on their positive experiences. 

Thank you to all staff who contributed to organising such a valuable information evening for 
our parents. 



Education Outside the Classroom

Adventures in OSHC 
During the September and October Vacation Care period, the 
children participated in a wide range of activities. These 
included:  

• using the mud pit for a mud kitchen and tarpaulins to 
create a water slide down a hill on Water Day 

• learning how to make an animal friend on Stuffed 
Animal Day 

• dancing in the hall to awesome music on Friendship 
Dance Day.  

Our excursion to Urban Climb in West End gave the children 
a chance to learn how to climb properly and climb as high as 
they can.  

This term the 
children have been 
continuing projects 
that they started in 
the Vacation Care 
period such as 
Chainmail Making 
and the Stuffed 
Animal Projects.

Recent Events (cont.)

Big Bang Education Science Incursion 
On Tuesday 10 October, the Children's House classrooms enjoyed a science show with 
Big Bang Education. The presenter Brett discussed with the children what 'science' is and 
how we use our senses to understand our world. He showed many science experiments 
that focused on sound, light, gravity and magnets. The children particularly enjoyed the 
alka-seltzer experiment: Brett made a rocket using a container filled with water by 
dropping the fizzy tablet in to cause a reaction. The children then used many hands-on 
materials to explore a range of scientific concepts.



Activity Contact Venue Day Time

Tennis* Pro-Am Tennis 
Allan Say - 0408 766 882 
www.proamtennis.com.au

School 
Hardcourt

Monday from  
7:30am

Multi Sports* for 
children 4 - 6 years

Young Sports 
Derek – 3376 3388 
www.youngsports.com.au

School 
Hardcourt

Thursday 8:15 to 
8:45am 

French Club 
(Primary/Middle 
School)

Milena Richardson 
french@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House Tuesday 3:15 to 
4:00pm

French Club 
(Children’s House)

Milena Richardson 
french@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House Friday 8:00 to 
8:45am

Piano/Guitar* Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House 
Music Room

Individual lessons by 
appointment

Band Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House 
Music Room

Thursday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Yoga* 
($10 per session)

Kajal Thaker 
0433-333-829

Nganbirra Hall Tuesday 3:30 to 
4:10pm

Dance Therapy* 
 – Boys’ Hip Hop

Jordane Bennett  
OCC Therapy 3378 9543 or 
admin@occtherapy.com.au

Nganbirra Hall Monday 3:30 to 
4:15pm 

Dance Therapy* – 
Girls’ Contemporary

Jordane Bennett  
OCC Therapy 3378 9543 or 
admin@occtherapy.com.au

Nganbirra Hall Monday 4:15 to 
5:00pm 

Vulcana Kids’ 
Circus*

Emma Aitchison – 3358 1888 
workshops@vulcana.org.au

Nganbirra Hall Wednesday 3:15 to 
4:45pm

Extracurricular for Term 4, 2017

Children’s House & primary school offerings

Activity Contact Venue Day Time

Film & Media Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Studio8 Tuesday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Band Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House Thursday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Cardboard 
Construction – 
creating life-sized 
cardboard 
characters, robots 
and props

Amalia Cummins 
studio8@bms.qld.edu.au

Studio8 Wednesday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Extra Middle school offerings

*Offered at parents’ own cost and/or subject to sufficient numbers


