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Dear Parents, 

As parents’ requests for quality Montessori education continue, 
our school is able to accommodate more students at all levels. 
Our infrastructure and class size has always allowed for 
expansion or contraction as needed, and the changes made this 
year to the classrooms, both in Children’s House and at the Upper 
Primary level, have enabled more children to benefit from a 
Montessori education, while the high quality of teaching, materials 
and services are maintained. 

In 2018, Waratah will also become the two smaller communities of 
Waratah and Acacia.  

The Lower Primary classes have to date remained unchanged in 
structure, but are also increasing in student numbers. To 
accommodate this development and in line with the changes 
made in the other age groups, the decision has been made to 
separate Dunnart into two smaller communities, one of which will 
keep the name ‘Dunnart’ under Lucy Reynolds and the other of 
which will be named ‘Bilby’ under Karen Simpson. The student–
teacher ratios will continue to be in alignment with the national 
ratios. Wondai will remain unchanged at this stage. 

The teachers who have experienced the transitions this year have 
reported positively of their smaller community, while still making 
time to enjoy larger groups on the decks or in the playgrounds. 

We hope the children and their parents who will experience the 
transformed environments will embrace these changes. We trust 
that the children will continue to thrive, as they have in the past, in 
smaller working environments. We will be communicating shortly 
with parents of the restructured classes with the specifics of 
allocation for 2018. 

I look forward to seeing many of you at our end-of-term assembly 
on Thursday 7 December at our new time of 9:15am. 

Yours for our children 

May Selkirk
Principal

November 2017

Market Stalls 
Fridays 10 & 24 November 

Poseidon Working With Your 
Adolescent 
Tuesday 14 November, 7:30am 

Upper Primary Working With Your 
Child 
Tuesday 21 November, 7:30am 

Children’s House Summer 
Celebration 
Tuesday 28 November, 3:30–4:30pm 

Poseidon Creative Expression 
Evening 
Tuesday 28 November 

Montessori Explained 
Wednesday 29 November, 6:30–8pm 

December 2017

Market Stalls 
Wednesday 6 December 

Last Day of Term 4  
Thursday 7 December 

End-of-year Assembly 
Thursday 7 December, 9:15am 

January 2018

First Day of Term 1 
Monday 22 January 

‘‘… the child can only develop fully by means of experience in his 
environment. We call such experience ‘work’.’ – Maria Montessori

Brisbane Montessori School 
Learning for Life

Calendar



Announcements

Staff Changes 
We are very pleased to welcome two new staff members in 2018. Laura Rinaldi, a past 
teacher of our school and a current parent, and Carolyn Saunders, also a current parent, 
will both lead a 3–6 classroom. Both staff are qualified teachers as well as trained or in-
training Montessorians.  

These staff will take over the Waratah and Acacia rooms with Irene Maluda taking on the 
role of mentor for term 1, 2018 before enjoying a well-deserved retirement.  

Irene has been a stalwart of our community for 26 years and we sincerely thank her for 
her enormous contribution over time. She has seen such growth across the school with 
fields transformed into administration and primary school buildings.  

Reminders

Change in Assembly Time to 9:15am 
The end-of-term assembly will start at 9:15am, not 1:30pm as has previously been the case. 
This has been decided to avoid the midday heat expected at this time of year, making 
attendance a more comfortable and enjoyable experience.



Reminders (cont.)

Safety in the Car Park 
The tragic accident that happened at a school in Sydney at the 
beginning of this week should remind us of how important it is 
to drive safely in our car park and on the school grounds.  

Our car park is in a 10km/h shared zone, and it has been 
observed that parents are continuing to drive too fast.  

Several instances have also been reported of drivers not 
observing the one-way signs, but driving the wrong way to 
secure a car park.  

Whilst some people bend the road rules when in a rush or to get that one last car space, the 
fact is that the consequences could be tragic.  

Apart from the fact that we might crash into another car, we are putting pedestrians, 
especially our children walking from the car park to class, at risk. They don’t expect cars 
coming from the wrong direction and might not see you.  

Please remember our children are the reason why we are here, and that the road rules are 
in place to protect them.

Indooroopilly High School Awards 
Four of our past students who are now attending Indooroopilly 
State High School received awards at the recent Indooroopilly 
State High School academic achievement awards 
evening: Rose Bickle and Jallan Ferris (both Year 8), and 
Cailen Blunt and Julia Huber (both Year 7). Students received 
this award if they achieved As in at least five of eight subjects 
studied. We congratulate them on their achievement!

Recent Events

Community ‘Thank You’ Morning Tea  
Poseidon Middle School students assisted with event planning and hosting our annual 
‘Thank You’ Morning Tea. This event demonstrates the school’s appreciation for the support 
our families give throughout the year to offer a great learning environment for our children. 
The students enjoyed the opportunity to serve the parents and parents who did attend were 
most impressed by their conduct. 

For those who missed the opportunity to attend, please keep it in mind for next year as every 
person’s efforts, no matter how big or small, make our school the place that it is. 



Children’s House and Lower Primary Working With Your 
Child 
On Tuesday 24 October (Children’s House) and Tuesday 7 November (Lower Primary), 
parents had a wonderful opportunity to work alongside their child and to be involved in their 
learning. The below photos were taken in Children’s House. 

Recent Events (cont.)

Journey Through the Curriculum – Maths and Geometry 

On Thursday 9 November, parents enjoyed an evening 
of exploring Montessori maths and geometry materials 
used from Children’s House to Middle School level.  

This was an exciting opportunity for parents to put their 
thinking caps on and discover how maths and 
geometry are presented to the children.  

Students loved giving parents lessons on the Stamp 
Game, Racks and Tubes, the Checkerboard, the 
Binomial and Trinomial Cubes, isometric drawings, 
coding and many other materials.  

Meg Owens and Lucy Reynolds told some enchanting 
stories that are bound to have sparked a love of the 
subject in many children.



Recent Events (cont.)


