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Dear Parents, 

On behalf of staff, we welcome all our students and families to the 
2018 school year. Staff have commented on the enjoyable first 
week they have had in the classes with many children eager to 
get back to work. We certainly hope this continues and that our 
new students are settling in to their new routines.  

Classes that have seen upgrades have had very busy staff 
preparing the environments for the children over the holidays. 
Acacia/Waratah and Bilby/Dunnart are looking beautiful and 
appear settled and enjoyed. Maintenance is a consistent factor 
while the children are on leave. Part of Waratah’s roof has been 
replaced, a concrete path was laid up to the Grevillea classroom, 
several classrooms received verandah blinds to block out the 
summer heat, five water bubblers were placed in the playgrounds 
for the children’s benefit, Poseidon and the P & F room have been 
swapped around and additional stone blocks added to the seating 
around the grounds. We hope these can be enjoyed by many. 

Our staff are always very diligent about wanting a good start to 
the year and will be meeting with parents next week at the Meet 
and Greet to ensure the communication pathways and 
expectations between families and classes are well and truly 
open. As always, we do have a process for suggestions/
discussions/concerns through the class director, the head of 
schools and then to myself, and be assured we are here to assist 
you and our students so that children may really love their time at 
school and derive the maximum out of their learning experiences. 

Enjoy the multitude of learning opportunities in the year ahead. 

Yours for our children 

May Selkirk
Principal

February 2018

Market Stalls 
Friday 2 & 16 February, 3pm 

Parent ‘Meet & Greet’ (CH, UP & MS) 
Tuesday 6 February, 6:30–8pm 

Outback Tour Presentation (Yr 6 & 
MS) 
Tuesday 6 February, 5:30–6:15pm 

Parent ‘Meet & Greet’ (LP) 
Thursday 8 February, 6:30–8pm 

Middle School Open Day 
Wednesday 21 February, 9–11am 

Children’s House Working With Your 
Child 
Wednesday 21 February, 3:30–4:30pm 

Upper Primary Campout 
23–24 February, Fri–Sat 

March 2018

Market Stalls 
Friday 2 & 16 March, 3pm 

Lower Primary Working With Your 
Child 
Friday 2 March, 7:30am 

Clean Up Australia Day 
Friday 2 March 

Middle School Working With Your 
Adolescent 
Tuesday 6 March, 7:30am 

Montessori Explained 
Wednesday 7 March, 9:15–10:45am 

New Parent Café (P&F) 
Friday 9 March, 9am 

Upper Primary Working With Your 
Child 
Tuesday 13 March, 7:30am

“Montessori is an education for independence, preparing not 
just for school, but for life.”– Maria Montessori

Brisbane Montessori School 
Learning for Life

Calendar



Announcements

Staff Changes 
With the intention of supporting the growth of the Middle School programme, we 
endeavour to provide an enriched offering to our adolescents. We are pleased to have 
Beth Matthews, who will be teaching English, and Alex McConnell, who will be teaching 
Physical Education and Design Technologies and supporting the Duke of Edinburgh and 
Bridge Awards. Specialist staff will continue to teach Music and Digital Technologies 
(Bradley Mavin), French (Milena Richardson) and Gardening (Jodie Bain). Students will 
also have the opportunity to work with Amalia Cummins (Learning Support) on a weekly 
basis if needed. 

Within the next few weeks, Lotus will have two new staff: Sarah McQuade is the assistant 
in the room and Rebecca Bridge will be the Montessori Educator working alongside 
Debbie.  

Nelum Munasinghe will begin in Melaleuca next week as the Montessori Educator 
alongside Stephanie Irvine. 

We welcome them and wish them all success in their roles. 

Reminders

School Hours 
Starting a three-hour work cycle on time ensures students get the best 
chance to a settled and productive morning. 

Middle School lessons start at 8:45am hence Middle School students are 
expected to be in class by then, except Wednesdays for gardening at 
8:15am. 

The Primary School bell rings at 8:40am, with the work period starting at 
8:45am. 

Children’s House opens its doors at 8:50am, when staff are present to 
greet you and your child each day. The children start their work at 9am. If 
you need to share any information about your child, there is a 
communication book at the sign-in table. 

Absences 
Please inform the office by email or phone if your child will be away. To 
ensure students have a full three-hour work period, please ensure they are 
on time. 

Respect for Self,  Others and the Environment



Reminders (cont.)

Procedure for Pick-up 
If you need to collect your child early please note the procedure for pick-up: 

For Lower and Upper Primary and Middle School: 
The parent/guardian comes to the office to sign the child out. 
The office staff rings the class director, who will send the child to the office to be 
collected. 

For Children’s House: 
The parent/guardian goes directly to the child’s class and signs the child out at the 
class door. 

If possible, please inform your child’s class director as early as you can so they 
can be prepared. 

Dress Code 
Students are expected to dress neatly and modestly to school every day. 
For girls, short shorts must be worn with leggings or tights, no ripped or torn 
clothing, no mid-riff showing or inappropriate writing on t-shirts. 
All students are expected to have natural hair, neatly cut and tied up if long. 
Closed-in shoes, water bottles and broad-brim hats are appropriate as we are a 
sunsmart school. 

What to Bring for PE 
When students have PE please ensure they have the following: 

• a sunsmart hat 
• a water bottle (filled with water) 
• shoes suited for physical activities (sneakers or sports shoes, not flats or 

sandals) 
• sunscreen (applied either before coming to school or just before starting 

school) 

Playground Guidelines for Before School 
From 7:30am the Primary and Middle School playground is monitored by staff and 
is a programmed area. Students may access the swings to the green. Playground 
equipment is out of bounds for all. Only Primary and Middle School students can 
play in the designated areas. Children’s House students who wish to play must be 
under their parents’ supervision in the Children’s House playground. This is a 
safety measure to accommodate the large range of ages before school.  

Playground Guidelines for After School 
As most children are leaving the school between 3:00 and 3:15pm, please 
remember that, for safety reasons, the playground is out of bounds until 3:15pm. 

Communication 
Parents can communicate with teachers by email or phone (before or after school) 
or you are welcome to book a meeting to discuss any matter.



You can make a difference! 
Parent Class Representative / P&F 
Committee Member / Parent Involvement 

Parent volunteers whether as class reps, P&F committee members or 
volunteers are a valuable part of our community and there are many 
opportunities throughout the year for you to get involved. 

The school needs your support to build a community. We ask all 
parents to give of their time at least once throughout the year. This 
way all the students benefit. We appreciate any contribution our 
families make to life in the classrooms, from volunteering for school 
events, material making to sharing a special skill or interest with the 
children. Please contact your relevant class teacher by email if you 
feel that there may be something you would be interested in.

Reminders (cont.)

Blue Cards for Volunteers
We appreciate parent input and, if you think that at any time you might wish to assist with an 
event or activity where you will be dealing with the children, you will need a Blue Card.  This 
process takes four to six weeks and we would not like you to miss out so come along to the 
office to fill in the necessary application.

Upcoming Events

Working With Your Child dates 
Come into your child’s classroom for a wonderful 
opportunity for you to work alongside your child and be 
involved in their learning. 
Children’s House – Wednesday 21 February 3:30–4:30pm 
Lower Primary – Friday 2 March, 7:30–9am 
Upper Primary – Tuesday 13 March, 7:30–9am 
Middle School – Tuesday 6 March, 7:30–9am 

Book Fair 

The first major event for the P&F this year will be the Book Fair on Thursday  
and Friday 22 and 23 March (week 9, term 1).  This will feature the sale of  
new books from Scholastic and second-hand books donated by our school  
community.  Please start putting aside your preloved books, CDs and DVDs  
that you would like to donate.  We will start to collect these in week 7.



Upcoming Events (cont.)

Parent
Meet and Greet 
2018
Children’s House, Upper Primary & Middle School
Tuesday, 6 February 6:30-8:00pm*

Lower Primary
Thursday, 8 February 6:30-8:00pm
Join us for a great opportunity to meet the parents and staff in the 
classroom that your children attend. Hear about the plans for the year and 
understand the way the environments function.  
Complimentary childcare is available. Bookings for childcare are 
essential. 
Please book online ASAP.

*Note: Year 6 & Middle School Outback Tour presentation will be held at 5:30pm 
in Poseidon.

A Nurturing Middle School 
Adolescence is a period of intense preparation for 
adulthood and can be a vulnerable time of growth and 
identity and character formation.  Dr Montessori believed 
this preparation requires some protection, particularly 
during early adolescence.  It is also a vital time when the 
adolescent can experience and understand their role as 
an individual as part of a larger society. 

Meaningful work that matters to the young people is an 
essential element in our community and is one of the 
main points of difference between a Montessori 
education and other secondary school models.

Book Now! 

Middle School 
Open Day 

Wednesday 
21 February 

9–11am

Our students have the exciting opportunity to register for the Duke of Edinburgh Award, 
which aims to develop students holistically so they can reach their potential. The 
students set individual goals for themselves in four areas: service to the community, 
physical recreation, developing a skill (e.g. vocational skills, refereeing, learning a 
musical instrument, arts and crafts, performance) and undertaking an adventurous 
journey. We look forward to seeing their progress over the year.

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aa4ab2dabfc1-parent6
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aa4ab2dabfc1-parent6


Upcoming Events (cont.) 

Adventures in OSHC 
During the December to January Vacation Care period a lot of things have changed in 
OSHC. Thanks to Jasmine Rawson we now have a multipurpose games table with football, 
hockey, pool, bowling and shuffleboard. Kosciusko has had a redesign so it looks even 
more like the Children’s House classrooms.  

During Vacation Care children enjoyed playing in the mud pit as well as sliding down tarps 
next to OSHC, learning about Ancient Rome and trying some of its cuisine, and learning 
about how the muscles in our bodies work. 

Apart from the multipurpose game table, the children are most enjoying creating pixel art 
using the pearler style beads. 

Education Outside the Classroom

On Friday 2 March the school will 
be participating in a Brisbane 

Montessori Clean Up Day as part 
of Clean Up Australia Day.



Activity Contact Venue Day Time

Tennis* Pro-Am Tennis 
Allan Say - 0408 766 882 
www.proamtennis.com.au

School 
Hardcourt

Monday from  
7:30am

Multi Sports* for 
children 4–6 years

Young Sports 
Derek – 3376 3388 
www.youngsports.com.au

School 
Hardcourt

Thursday 8:10 to 
8:40am 

Cricket* for children 
7–12 years

Young Sports 
Derek – 3376 3388 
www.youngsports.com.au

School 
Hardcourt

Wednesday
3:30 to 
4:30pm

French Club 
(Primary/Middle 
School)

Milena Richardson 
french@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House Tuesday 3:15 to 
4:00pm

French Club 
(Children’s House)

Milena Richardson 
french@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House Friday 8:00 to 
8:45am

Piano/Guitar* Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House 
Music Room

Individual lessons by 
appointment

Band Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon House 
Music Room

Thursday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Yoga*  
($10 per session)

Kajal Thaker 
0433-333-829

Nganbirra Hall Wednesday 3:30 to 
4:10pm

Dance Therapy* 
 – Boys’ Hip Hop

Shannon Lovell  
OCC Therapy 3378 9543 or 
admin@occtherapy.com.au

Nganbirra Hall Monday 3:30 to 
4:15pm 

Dance Therapy* – 
Girls’ Contemporary

Shannon Lovell 
OCC Therapy 3378 9543 or 
admin@occtherapy.com.au

Nganbirra Hall Monday 4:15 to 
5:00pm 

Extracurricular for Term 1, 2018

Children’s House, Primary & Middle School Offerings

Activity Contact Venue Day Time

Film & Media Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Studio8 Tuesday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Band Bradley Mavin 
music@bms.qld.edu.au

Poseidon 
House

Thursday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Narratives through 
Art: Telling stories 
through drawings 
and paints (for Yr 6 
and MS students, 
12 spaces)

Amalia Cummins 
studio8@bms.qld.edu.au

Studio8 Wednesday 3:15 to 
4:15pm

Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards Scheme 
(for children 11.5 
years and older)

Alex McConnell 
alex.mcconnell@bms.qld.edu.au

Studio8 Monday 
fortnightly - 
dates to be 
confirmed

3:15 to 
4:15pm

Extra Middle School Offerings

*Offered at parents’ own cost and/or subject to sufficient numbers
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